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A Comparative Study of the Elegies of Ibn al-Rami and Ahmad Shamlou: An Analysis of
Linguistic Structure, Imagination, and Imagery
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Abstract

Elegy, as one of the oldest literary genres and poetic themes, has taken on various forms throughout the history of literature. This study
aims to conduct a comparative analysis of the elegies of Ibn al-Rami (a 9th-century Arab poet) and Ahmad Shamlou (a contemporary
Tranian poet). Using qualitative content analysis and a comparative literature approach, the elegies of both poets are examined in terms of
thematic content (individual and social), linguistic structure, imagination, and poetic imagery. The findings of the research indicate that
Ibn al-Riimi’s elegies predominantly revolve around family members (mother, wife, brother, and three sons), caliphs and emirs, prominent
Shi‘ite figures, and the city of Basra. In contrast, Shamlou’s elegies are mainly dedicated to literary figures who were heralds of freedom,
such as Forough Farrokhzad and Jalal Al-e Ahmad. In terms of linguistic structure, both poets utilize a firm and resolute language with
philosophical and rational undertones. However, mystical elements are more prominent in Shamlou’s elegies, while Ibn al-Riimi, through
the use of fluid and gentle vocabulary and an imagistic style, depicts sorrow and lamentation with greater artistic finesse. Regarding
imagination, both poets transcend conventional boundaries and navigate beyond the surface layers of language. Nonetheless, Ibn al-Riimi
demonstrates greater success in employing similes and metaphors and in conveying grief and sorrow.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The literary tradition of elegy, as an
emotionally resonant and deeply human form
of poetic expression, has evolved across
different cultural and historical contexts. This
study undertakes a comparative analysis of
the elegiac works of Ibn al-RamT, a 9th-century
Arab poet, and Ahmad Shamlou, a 20th-
century Iranian poet, focusing on four core
dimensions: thematic content (personal and
social), linguistic structure, imagination, and
imagery. Employing qualitative content
analysis and the framework of comparative
literature, the study explores how these two
poets—despite their differing historical
periods, languages, and sociocultural
environments—embody shared emotional
experiences and aesthetic responses to grief
and loss. The analysis also examines how
cultural specificities and historical conditions
influence the poetic articulation of mourning.
Elegy here serves as both a personal lament
and a medium for collective remembrance,
enabling the convergence of private pain and
public discourse in their respective poetic
oeuvres (1).
In terms of thematic content, the elegies of Ibn
al-Rumt primarily center on personal grief over
the deaths of close family members—his

mother, wife, brother, and sons—as well as

0 4 s S asia fash opl 53 oS Ol alyme B
ol ol Gl s b Cales sl b s o il
ol a Ll als Ko (slaad o b (S e oo sl o
HlelileS 59 Sl 31y Sl gsse ol 55 ,a
broader social losses, such as the fall of the
city of Basra and the deaths of caliphs and
Shi‘ite leaders. His personal laments,
especially the “Daliyyah” for his son, reflect a
profound existential anguish, often portrayed
as a rebellion against fate and divine will (9).
These poems are marked by overt
expressions of emotional torment and
theological protest. Conversely, Shamlou’s
elegies focus less on personal familial loss and
more on intellectual and political figures such
as Forough Farrokhzad, Jalal Al-e Ahmad, and
other symbols of freedom and resistance. His
poems for these individuals serve as
meditative acts of mourning and reverence,
blending  existentialist and  modernist
sensibilities influenced by Western thought,
especially existential philosophy (11, 12). While
Ibn al-RamT's grief is visceral and embodied in
the familial, Shamlou’s mourning s
conceptualized through political idealism and
cultural memory, positioning the deceased
within a broader ideological framework.
The linguistic structures in both poets’ elegies
exhibit a depth of rhetorical and formal
sophistication, though with marked differences
in tone and technique. Ibn al-RimT’s language
is ornate, rhythmically complex, and rich in
classical Arabic rhetorical devices. He

employs repeated direct addresses, rhetorical
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questions, imperatives, and semantic
intensification to articulate sorrow, as evident
in his use of apostrophe and anaphora (6). His
verses are laden with philosophical
references, fatalistic themes, and theological
confrontation, conveyed through high-register
diction and vivid metaphor. His imagery is
often rooted in traditional Arab tropes but
imbued with  personal despair and
philosophical inquiry. In contrast, Shamlou’s
poetic language, shaped by the modern
Persian free verse tradition, is more
minimalist, symbolic, and socially engaged. He
fuses archaic idioms with contemporary
expressions to create a voice that is both
timeless and immediate. His use of metaphor
is suggestive rather than declarative,
employing natural and social imagery to
convey abstract ideas about justice,
resistance, and legacy. His linguistic strategies
often blur the line between personal and
political mourning, turning grief into a form of
protest and poetic resistance (12).

Imagination plays a central role in the elegies
of both poets, though it operates in different
registers. Ibn al-RiOmT’s imaginative faculty is
primarily directed toward constructing detailed
emotional and psychological landscapes
through simile, metaphor, and hyperbole. His
poetic imagination visualizes grief with
anatomical precision—as when he likens his
son's death to the scattering of pearls from a
broken necklace (10). The imagery oscillates
between the domestic and the cosmic,

drawing on metaphysical and theological

dimensions to deepen the emotional
resonance. Shamlou’s imagination, while
equally powerful, takes on a more symbolic
and allegorical tone. He envisions death not
merely as loss but as a transformation, an
entry into immortality through artistic legacy or
revolutionary martyrdom. His poetic images—
ranging from “sun-colored windows” to “star-
blooded

meanings that address personal bereavement,

soil’—construct multi-layered

political oppression, and cultural
transcendence simultaneously (12). His
metaphors are often open-ended, inviting
readers to interpret them in relation to
historical trauma, spiritual hope, and collective
struggle.

Imagery as a formal device is intricately
developed in both poets’ works, although the
aesthetic and semantic deployment differs
considerably. Ibn al-RiomT's imagery is
characterized by a painterly precision. He
captures visual scenes with a nearly
photographic detail—depicting color, shape,
and movement with intense clarity. His
mastery of kinetic imagery is particularly
noteworthy: he renders sequences of action
with such vividness that the reader is
transported into the sensory world of the
poem. For instance, his description of the fall
of Basra is not just a historical lament but a
cinematic evocation of chaos, destruction, and
sorrow (4). In comparison, Shamlou’s imagery
is more abstract and conceptual. He uses
natural and mythological motifs to evoke

states of being, political critique, or ethical
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reflection. His metaphors of blossoming,
ascent, and light often function as coded
references to resistance, transformation, and
remembrance. While Ibn al-ROmTs imagery
aims to make sorrow visible and immediate,
Shamlou’s images serve to evoke layers of
historical memory and philosophical depth,
thereby expanding the thematic scope of his
elegies beyond the event of death itself.

A final dimension of comparison is the poets’
use of tone and emotional trajectory. Ibn al-
ROmT’s elegies are suffused with an intense
emotional consistency, oscillating between
despair, anger, and theological anxiety. His
tone, even when moderated by philosophical
reflection, remains deeply personal and
confrontational. He often addresses death,
fate, and God with accusatory force, reflecting
a poetic persona torn between grief and
rebellion (5). In contrast, Shamlou’s elegiac
tone shifts between solemnity, reverence, and
subdued optimism. His elegies are less about
emotional catharsis and more about symbolic
resurrection—framing the death of individuals
as part of a broader, ongoing historical
narrative. The mourning in Shamlou’s poetry is
communal rather than isolated; it summons
readers to remember, to resist, and to
reimagine a better future. His elegiac voice is
at once lyrical and didactic, creating a poetic
space where sorrow coexists with hope, and
memory becomes an ethical imperative.

In conclusion, the comparative study of Ibn al-
ROmi and Ahmad Shamlou’s elegies reveals
how poetic traditions across linguistic and

historical boundaries can converge in
expressing universal human experiences.
While Ibn al-RimT’s elegies are anchored in
familial grief and philosophical struggle,
articulated through ornate and emotionally
charged language, Shamlou’s poems elevate
elegy to a realm of political and cultural
critique, using modernist forms and symbolic
abstraction. Their respective approaches to
mourning—one rooted in classical fatalism
and the other in existential activism—
demonstrate the enduring relevance of elegy
as a literary form capable of capturing the
complexities of loss, memory, and meaning.
The study affirms that elegy is not merely a
poetic response to death but a dialogical form
that connects the poet, the subject, and the

audience across time, space, and ideology.

References
1. Mo'tamen Za-A. Persian Poetry and
Literature. Tehran: Zarrin Publications; 1985.
2. Al-Farahidi A-RiA. Al-'Ayn. Baghdad: Dar al-
Hurriyah for Printing; 1985.
3. Al-Rafi'i MS. Tarikh al-Adab al-'Arabi. Egypt:
Maktabat al-lman; 1997.
4. Al-Zayyat AH. Tarikh al-Adab al-'Arabi.
Beirut: Dar al-Ma'rifah; 1977.
5. Darwish A-AH. Modern Poets of the Abbasid
Period. Cairo: Egyptian Authority for Book
Publication; 1989.
6. Al-Fakhouri H. History of Arabic Literature.
Tehran: Toos Publications; 1998.
7. Hurr A-M. Ibn al-Rumi: His Era, Life, Psyche,
and a Group Reflected Through His Poetry.
Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-'llmiyyah; 1992.
8. Mojabi J. Ahmad Shamlu: A Monograph.
Tehran: Qatreh Publications.
9. Ibn al-Rumi AiA. Al-Diwan. Beirut: Dar al-
Kutub al-'llmiyyah; 2002.
10. Al-Aggad AM. Ibn al-Rumi: His Life
Through His Poetry. Beirut: Al-Maktabah al-
Tijariyah al-Kubra; 1970.



1FoF Jlo (98 o kol (Paw 098 ¢ owild Oladl § Ob) dusmis™ 4 43

11. Shafii Kadkani MR. Imagery in
Persian Poetry. Tehran: Agah Publications;
1993.

12. Shamlu A. Collected Works. Tehran:
Negah Publications; 2015.

13. Musa M. Modern Arabic Poetry in

Lebanon. Baghdad: Dar al-Shu'un al-
Thaqafiyyah al-'Ammah; 1986.

14. Nazari F. Me and Shamlu. Tehran:
Negahe Sabz Publications; 2001.

15. Shafi'i Kadkani MR. A Mirror for
Voices. Tehran: Sokhan Publications; 2000.

16. Alboghbish A. Structure and Form in
Hafez's Poetry. Ketab-e Mah-e Adabiyat va
Falsafeh. 2005(98-99).

17. Bakkar YH. My Story and Poetry.
Tehran: Toos Publications; 1977.
18. Meqdadi B. Dictionary of Literary

Criticism Terms (From Plato to the Present).
Tehran: Fekr-e Rooz Publications; 1999.

NYQN



