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Abstract

Committed literature, as a powerful instrument for promoting social justice and freedom, has played an unparalleled role in the history of
industrial and class-based societies. This form of literature aims to critique and analyze unjust social, economic, and political conditions,
contributing to public awareness and stimulating social activism. This study examines the role of committed literature—particularly labor
literature—in advancing the ideals of social justice and freedom. Through an analytical review of the works of prominent authors such as
Maxim Gorky, Vladimir Mayakovsky, Simin Daneshvar, and Gholam-Hossein Sa’edi, the article investigates the impact of committed
literature on social awakening and the promotion of positive transformations. Specifically, this research focuses on the role of language
and distinctive literary forms in analyzing class contradictions, exploitation, and class struggles, and endeavors to demonstrate how such
works have sought social change and the realization of justice and freedom for the marginalized classes across various societies.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Committed literature has long served as a vital
instrument in articulating the ideals of social
justice and freedom, particularly within class-
based and industrial societies. Rooted in a
socio-political landscape marked by inequality
and structural oppression, this form of
literature transcends aesthetic function to
become a platform for resistance and
awakening. As evidenced by the works of
authors such as Maxim Gorky, Vladimir
Mayakovsky, Simin Daneshvar, and Gholam-
Hossein Sa’edi, committed literature not only
represents the lived experiences of the
marginalized but actively seeks to catalyze
change through symbolic narratives, class-
based critique, and a persistent call for
activism. Historically, the labor literature
subgenre has functioned as a vehicle for
expressing the plight and resilience of the
working class. In contexts where state and
capital converge to suppress dissent and
maintain hegemonic power, literature has
offered a counter-hegemonic voice, reflecting
a moral vision for a more equitable world.
Central to this discourse are the twin ideals of
justice and liberty, often personified through
emblematic characters and conflict-laden
narratives that mirror the real-world struggles
of dispossessed populations. Authors have
deployed literary devices to critique systemic

injustice and imagine emancipatory futures,

LS ) SLSS i 08 ds 8 elad sl 5SS s

thus reaffirming the enduring political and
ethical significance of literature in society (3, 9,
11, 12).

The methodology adopted in this study
integrates sociological content analysis with
literary critique, focusing specifically on the
depiction of justice and freedom within labor-
oriented literature. This dual-method approach
involves a close reading of symbolic figures,
narrative  structures, and ideological
discourses embedded in selected literary
texts. For example, by analyzing how Gorky’s
proletarian characters confront exploitative
social orders or how Daneshvar weaves the
struggles of women into broader class issues,
the study delineates the mechanisms through
which literature  articulates  resistance.
Simultaneously, the research contextualizes
these literary productions within socio-political
settings—such as the Pahlavi era in Iran or
revolutionary Russia—thereby linking textual
content with historical labor movements and
state repression. Moreover, the study
considers how literary form—ranging from
realist narrative to poetic defiance—functions
as both a mirror of society and an instrument
of its potential transformation. The result is a
nuanced portrait of how class struggle,
ideological contestation, and the aspiration for
human dignity are narratively encoded, as well

as the ways in which these works mobilize
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collective consciousness against prevailing
forms of domination (4, 15, 17).

Theoretically, the research is anchored in
Marxist, postcolonial, and critical theory
frameworks. Marxist literary theory provides
an essential lens for interpreting the dialectic
of class conflict and the function of literature as
part of the ideological superstructure. Through
this prism, authors like Mayakovsky and Gorky
are seen not merely as narrators of suffering
but as architects of revolutionary imagination.
Their texts expose the contradictions within
capitalist societies and advocate for a
collective  struggle toward egalitarian
reordering. Likewise, feminist and feminist-
Marxist  theories help articulate the
intersectionality of gender and class,
especially in the works of female authors such
as Daneshvar, who center the compounded
oppressions of women in patriarchal and
capitalist systems (21, 37). Postcolonial
criticism further broadens the scope by
emphasizing how literature in colonized and
formerly colonized societies resists epistemic
violence and reclaims cultural agency. This is
evident in the way Latin American and African
writers channel labor struggles through anti-
imperialist rhetoric and indigenous frameworks
(39, 40). Furthermore, critical theorists like
Adorno and Marcuse contribute to the
understanding of literature as a counter-
hegemonic practice, especially in capitalist
societies where cultural production is
commodified. Their insights are invaluable in

discerning how committed literature subverts

dominant ideologies and cultivates an
oppositional public sphere (31, 32).

Comparative literature provides compelling
evidence of how committed literature
transcends  national  boundaries  while
remaining rooted in local realities. For
instance, Gorky’s proletarian narratives in
Russia parallel the labor struggles depicted in
19th-century British and French literature,
where authors like Dickens and Zola exposed
urban squalor and capitalist greed. Similarly, in
Iran, the socio-political critiques embedded in
the novels of Sa’edi or the symbolist prose of
Daneshvar echo the thematic preoccupations
of Mayakovsky, although adapted to the
specificities of Iranian society and its class
hierarchies. These authors not only portray the
injustices endured by their characters but
embed within their stories a broader critique of
the systems that produce such suffering. Their
works function as social documents and
ethical provocations, prompting readers to
interrogate structures of power and consider
alternative  societal  configurations. In
postcolonial contexts, the resonance of labor
literature is amplified by its entwinement with
anti-colonial struggles. Authors like Pablo
Neruda and Chinua Achebe integrate labor
themes into broader narratives of liberation,
emphasizing the interconnectedness of class,
culture, and colonial resistance. The research
underscores that while each cultural context
yields its distinct literary idiom, the

fundamental yearning for justice and freedom
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remains a unifying impulse across literary
traditions (28, 29, 35).

The discussion also incorporates
psychological and sociological theories to
examine how labor literature influences both
individual consciousness and collective
identity.  Psychologically, such literature
triggers processes of identification, empathy,
and cognitive dissonance in readers,
especially when they encounter characters
whose suffering mirrors their own or whose
resistance offers a model for action.
Sociologically, the study draws upon the
theories of class habitus and symbolic capital
to explore how literature mediates social
experience and contributes to the formation of
class consciousness. For instance, narratives
that portray workplace exploitation or gender-
based oppression reveal not only the structural
constraints imposed on the working class but
also the emotional and moral resilience that
sustains their struggles. The capacity of
literature to represent these complexities—
while also generating affective engagement
and ideological clarity—is essential to its
transformative power. This section of the study
also touches upon the concept of “cultural
trauma,” suggesting that labor literature often
operates as a collective memory space where
historical injustices are mourned, understood,
and politicized. Through its blending of affect,
narrative, and ideology, committed literature
thus becomes a vital contributor to the socio-
political education of its audience and a

reservoir of radical imagination (18, 22, 41).

In conclusion, the study demonstrates that
committed literature, and particularly its labor-
focused branch, is not only a reflection of
social injustice but a powerful agent of its
contestation. Through its aesthetic strategies,
ideological critiques, and emotional
provocations, it enacts a dynamic interplay
between representation and resistance. The
ideals of social justice and freedom, far from
being abstract moral platitudes, are deeply
embedded in the textual fabric and narrative
logics of this literature. They are dramatized
through characters who defy subjugation, plots
that expose exploitation, and stylistic choices
that  reject

passivity. By traversing

geographies, historical periods, and

ideological frameworks, this body of literature
continues to inspire, challenge, and mobilize.
Its legacy, grounded in both the sufferings and
aspirations of the oppressed, affirms
literature’s enduring role as a medium of
ethical engagement and socio-political

transformation.

References

1. Torabi M, Hosseini S, Razavi S, Habibi
Savadkouhi S, Saber. A Comparative Study of
the Position of Vulnerable Social Groups in
Alawi Governance with Human Rights and
International Society. Pajouheshnameh Alavi.
2022;12(24):31-67.

2. Ghaemi. Hajj as a Practical Strategy for
Realizing Human Rights; Emphasis on the
Perspective of the Two Leaders of the Islamic
Revolution. Pajouheshnameh Hajj va Ziarat.
2024;9(1):61-90.

3. Ahmadzadeh, Esmaeilian, Teimouri.
Investigation and Prioritization of Barriers to
Public Participation in the Health System (Case
Study: Charitable Associations and Employees
of Isfahan University of Medical Sciences).



1FoF Jbo polez olod (Paw 0398 ((w il Ol 9 Ol 4d 4 i

Studies on Endowments and Charitable Affairs.
2024;2(2):195-216.

4. Onwuatuegwu IN, Osigwe CN. FROM
INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS TO COLLECTIVE
RESPONSIBILITIES: RECLAIMING BALANCE
IN LIBERAL SOCIETIES. Nnadiebube Journal
of Religion, Culture and Society. 2024;4(1).

5. Zella G, Bolderdijk JW, Caselli T, Peels-
Matthey S. The Role of Neologisms in the
Climate Change Debate: Can New Words Help
to Speed Up Social Change? Wiley
Interdisciplinary Reviews: Climate Change.
2025;16(2):e70004.

6. Shah V. Literature: A Catalyst of Social
Change. Journal of the Oriental Institute.
2023;72(1).

7. Suman S. Narratives of Resistance: The
Influence of Protest Literature on Social
Movements. Scholar'Digest: Journal of Arts &
Humanities. 2025;1(1):43-54.

8. Allan J. Maxim Gorky and the politics of
rapprochement: political life in the pre-terror era.
Glasgow: University of Glasgow; 2023.

9. Eiden-Offe P. The Poetry of Class: Romantic
Anti-Capitalism and the Invention of the
Proletariat: Brill; 2023.

10. van der Linden M. The proletariat
and the revolution. Handbook of Research on
the Global Political Economy of Work: Edward
Elgar Publishing; 2023. p. 94-111.

11. Hu Y. The Political Dimension of
Literary  Criticism. The Contemporary
Construction of the Chinese Form of Marxist
Literary Criticism. Singapore: Springer Nature
Singapore; 2023. p. 89-134.

12. Clarke B. Introduction: What |Is
Working-class Literature?  The Routledge
Companion to Working-Class Literature:
Routledge; 2025. p. 1-23.

13. Seyyed M, Zahra S, editors. The
Role of Literature in the Formation of National
Identity. National Conference on Humanities
with a New Approach; 2024.

14, Mahdavi B, Rouhi Jouybari M. An
Analysis of Wordplay and Rhetorical
Techniques in Reza Rafi’s Use of Prepositions.
2021.

15. Panahi M, Vaezzadeh. Reflections of
Social Discourse in the Qajar Era in the Poems
of Mastoureh Kurdistani Based on Norman
Fairclough's Approach. Socio-Psychological
Studies of Women. 2024;22(3):122-45.

16. Moretti F. Two Theories. Daedalus.
2021;150(1):16-25.
17. Ghaffari-Nasab E

Mohammadtaghinejad E, Rana. Space
Consumption and Redefinition of Femininity: A
Study of Women's Experience in Shiraz Cafés.
Applied Sociology. 2021;32(2):49-70.

18. Paananen VN. British Marxist
Criticism: Routledge; 2021.
19. Rigby SH. Engels and the formation

of Marxism: History, dialectics and revolution:
Manchester University Press; 2024.

20. Yulingga SD, Permatasari NA, Zuhdi
FA. Prophet Muhammad as a Catalyst for Social
Change: Insights from Martin Lings and
Annemarie Schimmel. Peradaban Journal of
Religion and Society. 2025;4(1):78-96.

21. Vicinus M. The Industrial Muse: A
Study of Nineteenth Century British Working-
Class Literature: Taylor & Francis; 2024.

22. Sarikaya DB. SUPPRESSED
VOICES OF VICTORIAN POETRY:
REPRESENTATION OF THE WORKING
CLASS IN JANET HAMILTON'S POETRY.
Uludag Universitesi Fen-Edebiyat Fakiiltesi
Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi. 2025;26(48):391-403.
23. Ireland D. Manifesto Style and
Communism Substance. The Communist
Manifesto in the Revolutionary Politics of 1848:
A Critical Evaluation. Cham: Springer
International Publishing; 2022. p. 1-36.

24, Marx K, Engels F. The Communist
Manifesto: a road map to history's most
important political document: Haymarket Books;
2024.

25. Sarafa Ol, Oyewole S. John Rawls
on the Theory of Justice. Classical Theorists in
the Social Sciences: From Western Ideas to
African Realities2023. p. 347.

26. Logan N. A theory of corporate
responsibility to race (CRR): Communication
and racial justice in public relations. Journal of
Public Relations Research. 2021;33(1):6-22.
27. Foucault M. Discipline and punish.
Social theory re-wired: Routledge; 2023. p. 291-
9.

28. Engels F. Condition of the working
class in England. British politics and the
environment in the long Nineteenth Century:
Routledge; 2023. p. 31-8.

29. Gauldie E. Cruel habitations: A
history of working-class housing, 1780-1918:
Routledge; 2023.

30. Buzgalin A, Bulavka-Buzgalina L.
Culture and revolution: Bakhtin, Mayakovsky
and Lenin (disalienation as [social] creativity).
Revolutions: Routledge; 2021. p. 62-77.

31. Rosenberg A. The Rise of Mass
Advertising: Law, Enchantment, and the
Cultural Boundaries of British Modernity: Oxford
University Press; 2022.

32. Meng B. Dialectical Imagination:
Frankfurt School and IAMCR. Reflections on
the International Association for Media and
Communication Research: Many Voices, One



1FoF Jbo (polez olod (Pawr 0390 ¢ vy Oladl 9 Ol ) dusmis™ 4y pid

Forum. Cham: Springer International
Publishing; 2023. p. 9-19.

33. Marx K, Engels F. The German
Ideology. Social Theory Re-Wired: Routledge;
2023. p. 123-7.

34. Bekkaye M. Gender Trouble:

Feminism and the Subversion of Identity.
Omran. 2022;11(41):175-83.

35. Gonzélez Y, Motta SC, Seppala T.
Decolonial feminist solidarity/ies. Handbook of
Feminist Research Methodologies in
Management and Organization Studies:
Edward Elgar Publishing; 2023. p. 297-314.

36. Abbasi, Ramezani. Non-Pecuniary
Rights of Women in Iranian and International
Law. Scientific Quarterly of Family in
International Law. 2021;2(7):21-48.

37. Bieler A, Nowak J. Labour conflicts in
the Global South: an introduction. Labour
Conflicts in the Global South: Routledge; 2022.

p. 1-12.

38. Mongia P. Contemporary
postcolonial theory: A reader: Routledge; 2021.
39. Said E. Introduction to orientalism.
Imperialism: Routledge; 2023. p. 30-52.

40. Kejriwal P. On being, subject and

truth in the works of Pablo Neruda and Alain
Badiou. London: Birkbeck, University of London;
2021.

41. Mawuntu  AZ, Valiantien NM,
Setyowati R. Teresa's Id, Ego, Superego in
James Dashner's The Death Cure Novel (2011).
llmu Budaya: Jurnal Bahasa, Sastra, Seni, dan
Budaya. 2023;7(2).

42, Ghosh P. The Protestant Ethic and
the Spirit of Capitalism (1904-5/1920). The
Routledge International Handbook on Max
Weber: Routledge; 2022. p. 145-57.

43. Kalb D. Tilly Reversed? Another
Cycle of Labor and Socialism Is Possible.
International Labor and Working-Class History.
2024;106:450-8.

44, Kilig S. Polanyian Reconstruction of
Long Waves or Marxian Intervention in
Pendulums. Science & Society. 2025.



