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Abstract

In the works of Sadegh Hedayat, the highly skilled and beloved contemporary writer of Persian literature, love for life is presented as one
of the central and vital themes. This profound and multilayered concept, serving as a core axis in Hedayat’s oeuvre, influences themes of
humanity and human relationships, life in urban and rural settings, social critique, and social anthropology. Among the enduring elements
in his writings is the concept of love for life. The results and findings of this research indicate that Hedayat, both in his life and in his
works, addresses this theme in a unique and comprehensive manner, exploring it from various angles and dimensions. Through strong and
prominent characters, he depicts this philosophical and human element, thereby acquainting the reader with the depth and fluctuations of
life. One of Sadegh Hedayat’s most significant works that illustrates the concept of love for life is the novel The Blind Owl. In this work,
Hedayat, through the main character—referred to as "the Owl"—articulates a grand philosophy concerning life, love, and its meaning and
purpose. With an anthropological and sociological lens, he portrays the concept of life as a sensory and ontological narrative, introducing
the reader to deep reflection and contemplation.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Sadegh Hedayat, a towering figure in 20th-
century Persian literature, offers a unique

philosophical exploration of love for life as a

recurring and essential theme in his literary
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works. His narratives are not merely fictional
endeavors but profound meditations on the
human condition, shaped by a synthesis of

traditional Persian sensibilities and modern

existentialist anguish. In particular, Hedayat's
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treatment of love transcends romantic
interpretation, instead positioning it as an
ontological force—an active and philosophical
engagement with the dilemmas of existence.
His characters, often trapped in the oscillation
between despair and hope, mirror his own
worldview, in which love becomes a
mechanism for survival amid societal
disintegration and personal disillusionment.
This thematic strand is especially visible in
"The Blind Owl," where the protagonist’s
fragmented psyche seeks meaning in a world
stripped of coherence, suggesting that love—
albeit tragic and unfulfilled—offers a lens
through which the absurdity of existence can
be endured (13). By employing surrealistic
imagery and disjointed narrative structures,
Hedayat crafts a literary experience that does
not seek to resolve existential crises but to
articulate them through the language of love,
loss, and longing. His work thus becomes an
arena for philosophical inquiry, bridging the
personal with the collective, and the emotional
with the ideological.

Beyond the confines of literary narration,
Hedayat's vision of love is also intertwined with
his socio-political consciousness. Writing
during the turbulent decades of early 20th-
century lran—marked by the failure of the
Constitutional Revolution, the rise of Reza
Shah’s authoritarian regime, and widespread
intellectual disillusionment—Hedayat’s
treatment of love to life gains a distinctly
political dimension. His characters often reflect

the intellectual's exile within their own

homeland: alienated, misunderstood, and
rendered impotent in the face of tyranny and
cultural collapse (3). Love for life, in this
regard, is a rebellious act—a refusal to
capitulate to the nihilism engendered by
political and historical trauma. Works such as
"The Stray Dog" and "Three Drops of Blood"
encapsulate this ideological defiance, using
allegorical figures and distorted realities to
critique both tradition-bound society and its
superficial embrace of Western modernity.
Here, love to life is juxtaposed with the failure
of ideologies—be they nationalism, Marxism,
or mysticism—to address the core of human
suffering. Hedayat’s skepticism towards both
religious dogma and secular modernism
informs his portrayal of love as a deeply
personal and at times paradoxical value, one
that offers emotional resistance in an
otherwise uninhabitable world (5).

From a psychological perspective, Hedayat’s
use of Freudian constructs adds another layer
to his interpretation of love. His exploration of
the Oedipal complex, sublimation, and
repression is not limited to academic interest
but is artistically embedded in the structure of
his narratives. The relationship dynamics
portrayed in "The Blind Owl" and other works,
for instance, are often laced with
psychoanalytic tension, revealing unresolved
maternal desires, sexual repression, and the
fragmentation of the ego (3). Hedayat’s literary
project can thus be viewed as a form of self-
analysis—a cathartic process through which
he externalizes his inner conflicts. By doing so,
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he not only demystifies the human psyche but
also elevates personal suffering into a
universal language of artistic expression. His
emphasis on love—whether as a neurotic
fixation or a fleeting spiritual insight—reflects
the fragmented and often contradictory nature
of human desire. This dualism allows readers
to engage with his texts on multiple levels: as
psychological case studies, philosophical
parables, or aesthetic experiences.

Crucially, Hedayat’s depiction of love to life is
also deeply aesthetic. He sees beauty as a
moral and emotional compass capable of
guiding individuals  through existential
uncertainty. In this sense, love is not merely an
emotion but a form of perception—a way of
seeing the world in all its tragic grandeur. His
characters are often drawn to beauty in nature,
art, and memory, even as they are haunted by
decay and death. The aestheticization of pain
in Hedayat's works functions as both a
narrative device and an ethical stance,
reflecting his belief in the redemptive power of
artistic sensitivity. This orientation aligns him
with the tradition of Persian mysticism and
literary romanticism, while simultaneously
distancing him from both through his
unflinching realism and modernist cynicism.
His admiration for Omar Khayyam, whose
philosophical skepticism he reinterprets in a
modern idiom, further underscores this
convergence of beauty, despair, and love (12).
In this aesthetic paradigm, love becomes a
vehicle for self-discovery, connecting the

individual to something greater than

themselves—be it nature, memory, or a
collective cultural consciousness.

Moreover, the social and historical fabric of
Hedayat’s era plays a pivotal role in shaping
his literary vision of love. In grappling with
issues of national identity, cultural decay, and
spiritual dislocation, he transforms love into a
cultural critique. He is acutely aware of the
fractures within Iranian society—between East
and West, tradition and modernity, authenticity
and mimicry. His protagonists, often caught in
these liminal spaces, embody the pain of a
society in transition. Their search for love
becomes a search for meaning in a world
devoid of metaphysical certainty and
communal cohesion. Hedayat’s invocation of
historical trauma—such as the Arab conquest,
Mongol invasions, and colonial incursions—
serves not as nostalgia but as a narrative
device to question the present (8). Love to life,
in this context, emerges as an act of cultural
reclamation, an effort to reconnect with a lost
heritage while acknowledging the impossibility
of full recovery. It is this dialectic between
memory and amnesia, between love and
death, that gives Hedayat’s work its enduring
poignancy and philosophical depth.

In conclusion, Sadegh Hedayat's literary
exploration of love to life transcends
conventional

boundaries, blending

philosophical inquiry, psychological
introspection, aesthetic refinement, and socio-
political critique into a cohesive yet complex
body of work. His characters’ search for

meaning, their oscillation between hope and

~ YV ~



1FoF Jlo (93 okl (P93 0390 ¢ ow i DLodl 9 Ol) duomis™ 4y 4l

despair, and their pursuit of beauty amid chaos
reflect the multiplicity of human experience.
For Hedayat, love is not a mere sentiment but
a structural principle of being—a way of
engaging with the absurdity of life while
retaining one’s dignity, creativity, and sense of
self. By portraying love to life as an existential
imperative rather than a romantic ideal,
Hedayat invites readers into a deeper
engagement with their own realities. His
works, thus, continue to resonate as profound
meditations on what it means to live
meaningfully in an often incomprehensible

world.
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