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Intertextual Analysis in Ahmad Shamloo’s Poetry: Exploring the Relationship Between Poetry
and Historical-Political Texts in Representing Social Concepts
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Abstract

This article examines the role of intertextuality in the poetry of Ahmad Shamloo and its connections with historical and political texts. By
employing intertextuality, Shamloo represents social and political concepts, utilizing poetry as a means to express social critique and
resistance. This study introduces the theoretical framework of intertextuality, particularly Gérard Genette’s theories, and analyzes selected
poems by Shamloo that directly or indirectly relate to historical and social events. The findings indicate that Shamloo, through intertextual
connections, enriches his poetry with profound historical and social layers that deepen the understanding of his social and cultural
messages. Shamloo’s poems, through intertextuality, become multilayered texts that serve not only as literary works but also as socio-
historical documents. This research underscores the significance of intertextuality in the analysis of modern Persian literature and provides
insights into the impact of Shamloo’s poetry in representing and critiquing the social realities of his time. The outcomes of this study can
contribute to future research on intertextuality in Persian literature and foster interdisciplinary studies across history, literature, and social
sciences.

Keywords: Intertextuality, Ahmad Shamloo, Persian poetry, resistance literature, historical and political texts, social critique.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

This study explores the role of intertextuality in
Ahmad Shamloo’s poetry, examining how he
uses historical and political texts to construct a
profound commentary on social and political
issues in Iran. Shamloo (1925-2000), widely
recognized as a prominent figure in modern
Persian poetry, utilizes intertextuality to infuse
his poetry with multiple layers of meaning,
allowing readers to access not only aesthetic

but also deeply socio-political content. The
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study is anchored in Gérard Genette’s

theoretical  framework, particularly  his
categorization of intertextuality types, which
includes direct textual references, structural
borrowing, adaptation, and symbolic allusions.
In addition to Genette’s theories, this paper
references Mikhail Bakhtin’s concept of
dialogism, which emphasizes a polyphonic
relationship between texts. The objective is to
demonstrate how Shamloo’s work serves as a

socio-political document while remaining a
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powerful piece of literature, merging political
critique and historical resonance within
Persian poetic form (4).

The study initially grounds itself in the
theoretical framework of intertextuality,
emphasizing its role in creating meaningful
layers within  texts. Intertextuality, as
introduced by Julia Kristeva, and subsequently
developed by Genette, views texts as
inherently dialogic and interconnected. In this
respect, Genette’s concepts, particularly those
of ‘hypertextuality’ and ‘architextuality,” provide
tools to dissect the intentional, nuanced
interactions within Shamloo’s poetry. These
categories allow for analyzing both explicit
references, such as to historical figures, and
implicit structural or thematic references,
revealing how Shamloo’s poetry critiques
oppressive socio-political structures. Scholars
such as Rezabeigi, Irani, and Ghorbanian
(2012) have also argued that modern Persian
literature utilizes postmodern elements like
intertextuality to reveal socio-political critiques,
highlighting Shamloo as a poet who uses
these techniques to build a layered
commentary on power and resistance (3, 10).
Shamloo’s poems reflect a deliberate interplay
between text and context, transforming
historical references into a vehicle for social
and political criticism. For instance, in poems
such as "In the Threshold" and "In the Name
of Freedom," he draws on images of suffering
and oppression, frequently referencing Iran’s
political turmoil as well as broader

revolutionary ideals. Shamloo leverages

hypertextuality to reshape political events and
cultural memories into poignant criticisms of
authoritarianism. These poems resonate with
themes of human rights, dignity, and the
struggle against political oppression, making
Shamloo’s work emblematic of resistance
literature (Arian & Abbasi Montazeri, 2017).
Scholars like Johar Zadeh, Hekmat, and Azizi
(2022) emphasize that Shamloo’s use of
intertextuality not only contextualizes his
poetry within Iranian history but also ties it to
global movements for freedom and justice,
making his work universally relevant. His
intertextual references, both direct and
nuanced, establish a historical dialogue that
reveals his perspective on societal struggles,
transforming his poetry into a reflection of
collective memory (2).

The findings from this study further indicate
that Shamloo's poems serve not only as a
personal expression but also as a cultural
artifact that documents the sociopolitical
context of 20th-century Iran. By referencing
historical figures and symbols, Shamloo
intertwines Persian cultural heritage with
universal ideals of freedom and justice,
creating a bridge between past and present
struggles. In “With Eyes,” for example,
Shamloo uses imagery that evokes political
repression, turning his verses into calls for
awareness and resistance. Satiarvand,
Mohammadi, and Pournamdarian (2023)
explain that this strategic use of imagery,
combined with references to key political

moments, positions Shamloo as a poet of both
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cultural memory and social critique. Shamloo’s
poetry thus exists in a dual role: it preserves
cultural and political events while questioning
the legitimacy of power structures. By doing
so, Shamloo not only immortalizes resistance
but also engages readers in an active dialogue
with their heritage, encouraging them to
interpret his poetry in light of current social
issues (4).

This intertextual approach is further supported
by Bakhtin’s theory of dialogism, which argues
for a multiplicity of voices within a text.
Shamloo’s poetry exemplifies Bakhtin’s
dialogic nature, as it allows for a conversation
between his voice and the voices of the
historical figures or events he references. By
utilizing a polyphonic approach, Shamloo’s
poetry remains relevant across generations,
as each reader interprets these intertextual
references within their own socio-political
context. According to Johar Zadeh et al.
(2022), Shamloo’s dialogic intertextuality
enables a new form of readership, one that is
not passive but actively engaged in uncovering
the socio-political narratives embedded in his
poetry. This dialogic dimension also
encourages readers to question historical
narratives, allowing Shamloo’s poetry to serve
as a platform for collective critique and
reflection (2).

The implications of this study for the broader
field of Persian literature and intertextual
studies are significant. By revealing how
Shamloo’s work exemplifies intertextuality’s

potential for socio-political critique, this

research provides a model for analyzing other
modern Persian poets who engage in
resistance literature. The use of intertextuality
allows for a multidimensional analysis of
poetry, one that considers the socio-historical
background alongside the artistic composition.
Given that intertextuality creates a dialogue
between texts, it becomes an ideal approach
for studying the complex social critiques within
resistance literature.

In conclusion, this study demonstrates that
Ahmad Shamloo’s poetry represents a
sophisticated use of intertextuality, serving as
a mirror to both Persian cultural heritage and
the socio-political struggles of his time. By
embedding references to historical events and
cultural symbols, Shamloo transforms his
poetry into a multidimensional work that invites
readers to reflect on both the past and present.
This approach underscores the value of
intertextual analysis in Persian literature,
suggesting new avenues for future research,
particularly within resistance literature. The
study’s findings indicate that future research
could expand this analysis to include
comparative studies of intertextuality in the
works of other Persian poets or explore
intertextuality’s impact on reader interpretation

across different historical periods.
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