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Abstract

Jamasp Namag is one of the significant texts in the ancient Iranian religious and literary tradition and serves as a principal source of
Zoroastrian eschatology. Framed as a dialogue between Wistasp and Jamasp, it contains prophecies regarding the future of humankind
and the cosmos. This text exists in three languages—Pahlavi, Pazand, and Persian—and examining its linguistic structures can contribute
to understanding the syntactic developments of Middle and New Iranian languages. The present study, aiming to analyze and compare the
grammatical structures in the Pahlavi section of the work, investigates verbs, enclitic pronouns, and ezafe constructions. The research
approach is descriptive—analytical and has been conducted using library sources. Modi’s Pahlavi version was selected as the base text and
compared with other versions, such as the works of West, Benveniste, Messina, and Assemani. The findings indicate that verbs in the
Pahlavi text predominantly appear in compound forms, which is indicative of the syntactic dynamism of the Pahlavi language. Enclitic
pronouns play a significant role in sentence cohesion, often occupying subject and object positions. The ezafe constructions also exhibit
a complex and multi-layered structure, which, compared to the Pazand and Persian texts, have undergone simplification. These differences
reflect historical processes in language evolution and the transmission of religious concepts within the Zoroastrian tradition.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Jamasp Namag, a pivotal text in the religious
and literary heritage of ancient Iran, holds an
eminent position within Zoroastrian
eschatology as a repository of prophecies
conveyed in a dialogical framework between
Wistasp and Jamasp. Surviving in Pahlavi,
Pazand, and Persian versions, it provides a
rare opportunity to explore syntactic
developments across the transition from
Middle to New Iranian languages. Prior
research has often concentrated on
philological  editing, transcription, and
translation (1-4), with limited attention to a
comparative structural analysis of grammatical
features. The present study adopts a
descriptive—analytical approach, focusing on
verbs, enclitic pronouns, and ezafe
constructions within the Pahlavi section of the
text, particularly in the second and third
chapters. Modi’s critical edition—considered
the most comprehensive due to its integration
of Pahlavi, Pazand, and Persian materials—
serves as the base text, cross-referenced with
West, Benveniste, Messina, and other
scholarly versions. The Pahlavi language, as
the official medium of the Sasanian period and
custodian of Zoroastrian tradition, is typified by

complex multi-word verb constructions,

B 5 3L Oge L 0T aglin ol 03 S Lol oge (1A 5
s i o555 JUEl Al 3 53 Ol 46,8 4 e e OLES
s ololid 4 pse Sl &S e e Je
S i K0 G Sl AS oSS it (5 s e
3 pee Obe Sl adsl olne 5 g Glacsl b
pervasive enclitic pronouns that enhance
cohesion, and intricate multi-layered genitive
constructions. In contrast, Pazand simplifies
orthography and syntax while retaining
semantic fidelity, and the Persian adaptation
further departs structurally from the original,
reflecting the broader diachronic shifts in
Iranian linguistic history. These divergences
offer critical insights into the mechanisms of
religious concept transmission and linguistic
adaptation over centuries (5).
The theoretical background draws on
philological, historical, and theological
sources, situating Jamasp as a historical figure
referenced in both the Gathas and later
Avestan texts, as a close disciple of Zoroaster
and husband to Pourucista. His role in early
Zoroastrian propagation is documented across
Pahlavi works such as the Dénkard, where he
appears alongside Frashostr, Zariadr, and
Esfandiyar as one of the religion’s earliest
adherents and promoters. The core Pahlavi
text of Jamasp Namag, forming the nucleus
from which the Pazand and Persian
expansions derive, comprises three principal
chapters: prophecies concerning the final
millennium of Zoroaster's religion; a brief
catalogue of hardships and natural anomalies;

and a detailed eschatological discourse on the
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resurrection of the body and the soul’s destiny.
An additional fourth segment appears to have
been appended later, containing a dialogue
between Zoroaster and Ohrmazd on the fate
of righteous souls. Modi’s MU4 manuscript
preserves three further fragments: signs of the
coming of O$édar, the origin of Jamasp’s
prophetic knowledge, and an extract from the
Bundahisn (6). The textual stratigraphy
reveals a recurrent formula in most sections—
Wistasp inquiring, Jamasp responding—which
is absent in some interpolations, indicating
possible later redactional layering.

The syntactic analysis of verbs within the
Pahlavi corpus highlights the predominance of
compound forms, often combining a lexical
base with an auxiliary, which convey nuanced
aspectual and modal distinctions absent in the
later simplifications of the Pazand and Persian
versions. For instance, expressions describing
eschatological events, climatic calamities, and
military  confrontations frequently deploy
compound predicates to encapsulate complex
temporal and causal relationships. These
compound forms attest to the syntactic
dynamism and morphological productivity of
Middle Persian. Enclitic pronouns, functioning
both as subjects and objects, are consistently
affixed to verbal and nominal hosts, creating
tight-knit syntagmatic units and minimizing
reliance on overt noun phrases. This proclitic—
enclitic architecture is emblematic of Pahlavi
cohesion strategies, contrasting with the more
analytic tendencies of later stages. The ezafe

constructions, while serving a genitive—

attributive function akin to that in Modern
Persian, exhibit morphophonemic alternations
and layering patterns—such as double ezafe
chains linking multiple modifiers—that are
largely flattened or eliminated in the Persian
adaptation. Such structural attenuation over
time reflects the interplay between linguistic
economy and shifting communicative norms in
post-Sasanian literary production.

The semantic scope of these grammatical
features intertwines closely with  the
theological content. Descriptions of
apocalyptic sequences—recurrent natural
disasters, political upheavals under tyrants like
Dahag and Frasiab, celestial phenomena such
as black snow and red hail, and cosmic battles
culminating in  the resurrection—are
embedded in syntactic patterns that mirror the
narrative’s escalating intensity. In the
resurrection

account, Pahlavi  syntax

accommodates extended hypotactic
constructions, layering causal, temporal, and
conditional clauses to articulate the divine
rationale for reconstituting the physical body
from elemental sources. Such passages
juxtapose mythopoeic imagery with precise
structural coordination, underscoring how form
and meaning coalesce to reinforce doctrinal
authority. Comparative readings with the
Pazand version reveal a streamlining of clause
chaining and a reduction in morphological
marking, suggesting a shift toward broader
accessibility at the expense of syntactic
density. The Persian rendering, in turn, not

only simplifies the morphosyntax but also
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recalibrates the eschatological imagery to
align with later literary conventions, indicating
a confluence of linguistic change and cultural
reinterpretation.

This investigation situates the linguistic
divergences within a broader diachronic
framework, recognizing that the transition from
Middle to New Iranian languages was neither
abrupt nor uniform. The Pahlavi features
preserved in Jamasp Namag resonate with
other Middle Persian Zoroastrian texts,
confirming a conservative retention of certain
morphosyntactic elements even as other
features were eroding. Pazand, as a Pahlavi
written in the Avestan script with phonological
clarifications, emerges as an intermediary
stage, mitigating the interpretive challenges
posed by Pahlavi’'s ambiguous orthography.
The Persian adaptation represents a
culmination of linguistic simplification, aligning
the text with the vernacular and literary
standards of its era while inevitably
transforming the grammatical encoding of
theological concepts. By mapping these
changes across the three traditions, the study
illuminates not only language-internal
developments but also the extralinguistic
factors—script choice, audience, pedagogical
intent—that shaped the transmission of sacred
narratives. The findings contribute to historical
linguistics by exemplifying how religious texts
serve as both conservators and innovators
within language evolution.

In conclusion, the comparative analysis of

verbs, enclitic pronouns, and ezafe

constructions across the Pahlavi, Pazand, and
Persian versions of Jamasp Namag reveals a
trajectory of syntactic simplification
accompanying the broader shift from Middle to
New Iranian linguistic systems. The
preservation of complex morphological and
syntactic structures in Pahlavi underscores its
role as a high-register liturgical language,
while the progressive simplification in Pazand
and Persian reflects adaptive strategies for
wider  comprehensibility and  cultural
relevance. Beyond its philological significance,
this evolution encapsulates the dynamic
interplay between language, religion, and
society in the Iranian world, affirming that the
transmission of doctrinal content is inextricably
bound to the grammatical vehicles through

which it is expressed.
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