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Investigating the Role of Commitment and Obligation in the Formation and Development of
Iranian Resistance Literature from Its Inception to the Islamic Revolution
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Abstract

Resistance literature, as an influential tool in the history of Iranian literature, has played a significant role in reflecting and promoting
social, political, and human issues. This genre of literature, with a focus on resistance against oppression, corruption, and injustice, has
consistently served as an instrument for social struggle and raising public awareness. The aim of this study is to examine the impact of
Iranian authors’ commitment and obligation in shaping and developing resistance literature from its inception up to the Islamic Revolution,
and to analyze how these commitments were utilized for social, political, and cultural critique. This research has been conducted using a
descriptive-analytical method and is based on library and documentary sources. A comparative-logical approach was employed to analyze
various works. The findings indicate that Iranian resistance literature has played a significant role in promoting justice, freedom, and
resistance during critical periods such as the Constitutional Revolution and the Islamic Revolution. Writers, through their commitment to
humanistic and social ideals, created works aimed at combating oppression and corruption. These works not only reflected social and
cultural aspects but also contributed to the expansion of a culture of resistance and social awareness. The study emphasizes that
commitment and obligation have served as central elements in the formation of this body of literature.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Resistance literature in Iran constitutes a vital
segment of Persian literary heritage, serving
not only as a vehicle for artistic expression but
as a powerful instrument of socio-political
engagement and humanistic advocacy. It has
emerged historically in reaction to repression,
injustice, and authoritarian rule, positioning
writers and poets as both chroniclers of
suffering and architects of collective
awakening. The philosophical foundation of
this literary form lies in its commitment to truth,
justice, and liberty, creating a narrative space
where resistance against oppression becomes
not merely a theme but a cultural imperative.
From its inception, this genre has been shaped
by the ethical obligation of authors to reflect
the hardships of marginalized communities
and to voice their struggles for dignity and
freedom. This commitment-driven literature
transcends aesthetics to fulfill a civic duty: it

educates, mobilizes, and preserves the
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memory of resistance. Such a role is
especially potent in socio-political contexts
where freedom of expression is limited, and
censorship or persecution is commonplace.
Iranian resistance literature exemplifies how
language can become an act of defiance, with
its creators navigating complex realities to
produce works that resonate with the public's
aspirations. The profound impact of writers like
Ferdowsi, Sa'di, Naser Khosrow, and Jalal Al-
e Ahmad exemplifies this tradition. These
authors, though from disparate historical
epochs, are united by a shared ethical
compass—their unwavering commitment to
confronting tyranny and promoting social
justice through literature (1, 3, 5).

The formation of resistance literature in Iran
from the early Islamic centuries through the
20th century is Iinseparable from the
intellectual and ethical disposition of its
authors. Figures such as Ferdowsi in the 10th

century utlized epic narratives like the
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Shahnameh not only to preserve pre-Islamic
Persian identity but to subtly critique the
sociopolitical degradation of their time (10).
Likewise, Naser Khosrow’s philosophical and
mystical compositions were charged with calls
for justice, equity, and intellectual freedom (11).
These early manifestations, while often
couched in religious and moralist frameworks,
foreshadowed the modern ideological role of
literature in  movements such as the
Constitutional Revolution and the Islamic
Revolution. The content of resistance literature
evolved over time from abstract moralist
teachings to pointed critiques of power
structures, as exemplified by poets like Masud
Sa'd Salman, whose prison poems reveal the
emotional and psychological cost of opposing
tyranny (12). In later centuries, this trajectory
deepened with mystics like Molavi, who used
spiritual  allegories to  advocate for
transcendence above material domination and
dogma, thus introducing new dimensions of
resistance based on inner moral freedom (15).
The cumulative force of these literary traditions
crafted a rich canon in which resistance
became a symbol of both cultural continuity
and ethical insurgency against hegemony.

Throughout Iranian history, the commitment
and obligation of authors to social truth and
humanistic ideals have served as driving
forces in the production of resistance
literature. This commitment is not merely
ideological but formal and structural,
influencing genre selection, stylistic choices,

and narrative frameworks. The role of poets

like Sa'di, with his Gulistan, in embedding
ethical and social commentary within
aesthetically nuanced prose, cannot be
overstated (14). Similarly, Jami’s lyrical and
mystical poetry, while primarily spiritual,
frequently engages with the sociopolitical
dimensions of his era, illustrating that
resistance can be both overt and
metaphorically coded (17). The literature of
resistance also underwent significant shifts
with the development of modernity, particularly
in the 19th and 20th centuries, as intellectuals
grappled with colonialism, cultural hegemony,
and internal despotism. Writers like Jalal Al-e
Ahmad responded to Western cultural
encroachment with an epistemological critique
of “Westoxification,” and in doing so, he
reinforced the role of the intellectual as a
guardian of cultural autonomy and moral
clarity (20). These shifts are indicative of how
literary commitment evolves contextually,
responding to new forms of domination while
preserving the foundational ethical charge of
resistance literature. Across centuries, the
literary response to oppression has remained
consistent in tone if not in form—each writer
tailoring their style to the demands of their
epoch while upholding an unwavering
allegiance to justice and truth.

One cannot discuss resistance literature
without addressing the concept of “deviation”
or “literary deviance” in both classical and
modern contexts. These deviations often
manifest as subversive narrative structures,
thematic

symbolic oppositions, and
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contradictions that challenge dominant moral
and political paradigms. Classical Persian
literature is replete with incorporations of
Isra’iliyyat—narratives of Jewish and Christian
origin—which were embedded into Islamic and
Persian storytelling without critical evaluation,
potentially distorting doctrinal purity and
leading to epistemic deviations (21). These
interpolations, though sometimes
unintentional, reflect  the ideological
battlegrounds  within  which  resistance
literature emerged. In the modern era,
deviation takes on more complex political
dimensions. Influenced by Enlightenment
rationalism, nationalist ideologies, and Marxist
materialism, 20th-century Iranian literature
frequently oscillated between religious critique
and secular humanism. Writers like Mirzadeh
Eshqgi and Ahmad Kasravi exemplified this
tension, often positioning themselves in
opposition to traditional religious authority and
embracing modernist or even radical Western
paradigms. These shifts, though sometimes
labeled “deviation,” were in essence
responses to the changing political climate and
reflected deeper questions of identity,
sovereignty, and resistance (22). Such
deviations do not merely mark stylistic
variance; they signal ideological recalibration
and the persistent negotiation between
tradition and innovation, faith and reason,
resistance and reform.

Moreover, the multidimensional role of
deviation in resistance literature enriches its

interpretative possibilities. Whether in terms of

narrative structure, linguistic innovation, or
character development, deviation enables
authors to critique, question, and reimagine
the world as it is. For instance, in works like
Crime and Punishment, The Trial, or 1984,
which  have deeply influenced Iranian
resistance writers, deviation serves as a lens
through which moral conflict, systemic
injustice, and existential anxiety are explored
(25). These literary examples, though not
I[ranian in origin, have been appropriated into
the Persian literary consciousness as models
for depicting the alienation and oppression
experienced under totalitarian regimes.
Furthermore, Persian authors have adapted
such paradigms into distinctly Iranian
narratives—merging global literary strategies
with  localized socio-political concerns.
Through this synthesis, deviation becomes a
productive disobedience, one that both
preserves cultural specificity and opens up
transnational dialogues on injustice and
resistance. Consequently, deviation should
not be viewed solely as a literary anomaly but
as a core technique for expanding the ethical
scope of resistance literature, inviting readers
to interrogate established norms and to
envision alternative futures.

Equally crucial is the reception of deviant or
non-normative texts in resistance literature,
particularly in terms of how they engage the
public consciousness. Deviant literature, by its
very nature, seeks to provoke, unsettle, and
challenge; yet it also carries the risk of

alienation or misinterpretation. Its
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effectiveness often hinges on the balance
between accessibilty and complexity,
between cultural resonance and ideological
subversion. In the Iranian context, where state
censorship and sociopolitical constraints are
pervasive, deviant literature often functions as
a form of encrypted resistance. Metaphors,
allegories, and intertextual allusions become
tools for circumventing censorship while
preserving the text's oppositional message.
Audience reception, therefore, is conditioned
by both the literary sophistication of the reader
and the socio-political literacy of the times (23).
While some readers may embrace such works
for their boldness and innovation, others may
reject them as heretical or subversive. This
tension reinforces the need for nuanced
readership and critical pedagogy that can
decode the complex semiotics of resistance
literature. In this regard, the educational
system, literary criticism, and cultural
institutions bear a shared responsibility in
cultivating interpretive communities capable of
appreciating the ethical and aesthetic stakes
of resistance literature. These interpretive
frameworks also provide fertile ground for
future scholarship aimed at reassessing the
role of literature in social transformation and
political critique (26).

In conclusion, Iranian resistance literature,
from its early poetic roots to its modern
narrative complexities, has remained steadfast
in its commitment to justice, freedom, and
human dignity. It represents a living archive of

cultural defiance and intellectual courage. The

ethical obligation of its authors—to reflect the
struggles of the oppressed, to expose
systemic injustice, and to imagine better
futures—endows this literature with a timeless
relevance. In confronting both internal
despotism and external domination, resistance
literature has served not only as a mirror of
societal conditions but as a catalyst for
awakening, solidarity, and change. As
contemporary societies grapple with new

forms of oppression, environmental

degradation, and social fragmentation, the
lessons embedded in resistance literature
remain profoundly instructive. It calls upon
each generation to uphold the mantle of ethical
authorship and to continue the tradition of
speaking truth to power. Through language,
memory, and moral clarity, resistance
literature ensures that the struggle for justice

is neither forgotten nor in vain.
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