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Lexical and Phonological Layer Analysis of Surah An-Nisa from a Stylistic Perspective
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Abstract

A brief review of scholarly works in literary criticism reveals the significant position of stylistics within this field of research. In stylistic
analysis, literary elements—regardless of their lexical form—are examined with a focus on aesthetics and technical value, since the
primary artistic merit of literature as a verbal art lies in the manner of expression in relation to specific content. The Holy Qur’an, as a
divine book; is an outstanding literary work bestowed upon humanity by God, and its interpretation is impossible without understanding
and reflecting on its unique stylistic features. One of the Qur’an’s techniques in conveying thoughts and ideas is its distinguished and
exalted eloquence—an eloquence that has often been considered the unique source of its miraculous nature. Given that rhetoric is
traditionally categorized into three branches—ma‘ani (semantics), bayan (figurative speech), and badi‘ (embellishments)—this article
focuses on the stylistic analysis of semantic rhetorical devices (known as mahasin ma‘nawi) employed in Surah An-Nisa. These include
tatbiq (antithesis), mugabala (contrast), mushakala (paronomasia), tawriya (double entendre), tawjih (rationalization), mura‘at al-nazir
(observance of parallels), jam‘ (aggregation), tafiiq (differentiation), and the combined use of division with aggregation and
differentiation. The study proceeds to examine and analyze the technical functions of these rhetorical features in the Surah.

Keywords: Stylistics, Surah An-Nisa, Semantic Rhetorical Devices (Mahasin Ma ‘nawi), Technical Function
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The stylistic analysis of the Holy Quran—
particularly Surah An-Nisa—offers a fertile
ground for linguistic, aesthetic, and rhetorical
exploration due to the Quran’s unique
composition as both a divine and literary text.
At the heart of this investigation lies the
science of stylistics, which transcends surface-
level lexical interpretation to engage deeply
with the functional and aesthetic dimensions of
language use. Classical scholars such as Abu
Hilal al-‘Askari emphasized the primacy of
eloquence in understanding divine revelation,

asserting that stylistic literacy is critical to
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grasping the Qur’an’s inimitable nature (1). The

classical foundation of balaghah—
encompassing ma‘ani (semantics), bayan
(figurative speech), and badi’
(embellishments)—provides the  analytic
framework upon which stylistic inquiry is built.
Al-Sakkaki was the first to codify this triadic
division, situating semantic embellishments
(mahasin ma‘nawi) such as antithesis,
contrast, and rationalization within the domain
of rhetorical significance (2). Nevertheless,
despite abundant classical treatises cataloging
rhetorical figures, many works overlook their
Qur’anic

technical  deployment  within
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discourse. This study redresses that lacuna by
examining the stylistic utility of semantic
rhetorical devices in Surah An-Nisa through
layered stylistic analysis, integrating insights
from semantics, phonology, morphology, and
ideology to unveil the nuanced interplay of
form and meaning.

The foundational premise of layered stylistics
rests on the interconnectedness of linguistic
form and ideological substance. This
methodology  dissects textual strata—
phonological, lexical, syntactic, rhetorical, and
ideological—offering a systematic lens for
dissecting stylistic phenomena (6). Drawing
from comparative stylistics and discourse
analysis, this framework investigates not only
the internal linguistic cohesion of a text but
also its extratextual resonance and ideological
imprint. In particular, lexical layering is a
critical node of stylistic identity, where word
choice functions as a semiotic bridge between
authorial intent and thematic resonance.
Words are not inert carriers of meaning but
dynamic vessels marked by historical, cultural,
and emotional significance (3). As such,
vocabulary selection encodes the writer's
epistemic, ethical, and aesthetic orientations.
Within Qur’anic discourse, the density and
connotation of lexical items are often
structured to amplify theological doctrines,
legal injunctions, and moral exhortations.
Surah An-Nisa—concerned heavily with
familial law, gender ethics, and social justice—
exemplifies this stylistic intentionality. For

instance, the use of sensory-concrete

vocabulary in legal verses functions to ground
abstract ethical mandates in tangible human
experience, reinforcing the emotional weight of
divine legislation (15).

Equally central to this stylistic investigation is
the phonological layer, wherein sound
operates not merely as a medium but as a
message. The musicality of Quranic Arabic—
through features such as alliteration,
assonance, and phonemic symmetry—
reinforces semantic content and intensifies
rhetorical persuasion (5). Phonological units
such as jinas (paronomasia) and sajak
(rhymed prose) function as both aesthetic and
semantic devices. These auditory elements
align closely with the thematic gravity of
verses, particularly in legal and moral
discourse. For instance, in Surah An-Nisa, the
frequent use of voiced consonants (hurGf
majhdrah) over voiceless ones (hurdf
mahmusah) reflects the surah’s assertive and
admonitory tone. This acoustic emphasis
parallels the surah’s focus on immutable divine
laws regarding inheritance, orphan rights, and
legal penalties. As noted by scholars, phonetic
repetition—such as recurring consonants or
entire phrases—contributes to emotional
intensification and semantic reinforcement
(13). Furthermore, the strategic deployment of
repetition at multiple levels—phoneme, word,
phrase—serves both musical and emphatic
functions, reflecting the Quran’s dual
commitment to beauty and clarity.

A further analytical layer is the ideational or

ideological stratum, which captures the latent
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system of beliefs, values, and worldviews
embedded within textual expression. Ideology
in stylistics is manifest through both explicit
assertions and implicit cues encoded in lexical
choice, syntactic structuring, and rhetorical
framing (10). Surah An-Nisa’s ideological
density is evident in its handling of socio-legal
themes such as justice, gender equality, and
Through

imperatives, pronominal usage, and lexical

divine authority. syntactic
repetition, the text communicates a theocentric
worldview that demands moral accountability
and communal responsibility. In stylistic terms,
ideology becomes legible through the
recurrent alignment of certain word classes
(e.g., imperatives, juridical nouns) with ethical
mandates and social norms. The Qur’anic
stylistic system is thus not value-neutral,
rather, it is a linguistic architecture suffused
with ontological and teleological implications.
This aligns with the claim that word selection
in ideologically charged texts is never arbitrary
but functions as an index of belief and cultural
inscription (9). In the case of Surah An-Nisa,
such ideological markers are especially
prevalent in verses pertaining to inheritance,
guardianship, and moral conduct, where
lexical and syntactic choices underscore
divine justice and communal welfare.

The investigation into lexical-semantic layering
further highlights the dichotomy between
abstract and concrete vocabulary. The
predominance  of concrete  (sensory)
vocabulary—terms that denote physically

perceivable = phenomena—enhances the

clarity and immediacy of legal injunctions. By
contrast, abstract terms often serve
theological or moral purposes, invoking
concepts such as sin, righteousness, and
divine mercy. The stylistic tension between
these two registers contributes to the surah’s
communicative efficacy: legal directives are
grounded in vivid, tangible language while
ethical aspirations are articulated in elevated,
contemplative terms. This lexical strategy not
only aids comprehension but also modulates
affective resonance, allowing the text to
engage both the intellect and the emotions of
its audience (12). Additionally, the semantic
domain theory and structural semantic
analysis provide methodological scaffolds for
examining word networks and their intra-
textual coherence. These frameworks enable
the identification of meaning clusters and the
tracing of relational patterns across verses,
thereby revealing deeper narrative and
argumentative structures within the surah.

Another significant stylistic phenomenon
explored in the analysis is the multilayered use
of repetition. Far from being redundant,
repetition in the Quran serves manifold
rhetorical purposes: emphasis, thematic
linkage, and mnemonic reinforcement. The
repetition of key nouns (e.g., al-salat, al-
yatama), verb forms, or even entire phrases
establishes discursive continuity and textual
cohesion. Notably, Surah An-Nisa employs
repetition to emphasize critical theological and
legal principles. For example, the recurring

invocation of prayer (al-salat) across multiple
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verses underscores its centrality in Islamic
spiritual and communal life. Similarly, repeated
references to orphans (al-yatama) highlight
the ethical imperative of protecting society’s
most vulnerable members. From a stylistic
standpoint, such repetition also produces a
rhythmic cadence that enhances the surah’s
recitational beauty and mnemonic power (19).
This  dual

aesthetic—distinguishes Qur’anic repetition

functionality—semantic  and

from mere verbal redundancy. Furthermore,
the repetition of phonemes within and across
words contributes to sonic harmony, thereby
enhancing  listener  engagement and
interpretive focus (14).

In conclusion, the stylistic analysis of Surah
An-Nisa through layered exploration of lexical
and phonological elements reveals a
sophisticated interplay of form and meaning
that enhances both the aesthetic and
communicative potency of the text. By
investigating  semantic  embellishments,
phonological structures, ideological markers,
and lexical networks, this study uncovers the
multi-dimensional artistry of the Quran’s
linguistic fabric. The recurrence of certain
rhetorical devices and sound patterns is not
incidental but serves precise communicative
and theological functions, underscoring the
divine intentionality embedded within the text.
This layered approach affirms that the stylistic
features of the Qur'an are essential not only to
its literary grandeur but also to its doctrinal
clarity, ethical exhortation, and enduring

spiritual resonance.
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