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The Influence of Poetic Citation on Iranian Authors

Najmeh Saadat®, Forouzan Haghshenas Getabi'*, Gholamabas Zakery*

1. Department of Persian Language and Literature, Si.C., Islamic Azad University, Sirjan, Iran
*Corresponding Author’s Email: foroozanhaghshenasgatabi@iau.ac.ir

Abstract

Unlike most historical books, which often exhibit a cold and rigid prose, many of Parizi's ancient historical writings are filled with stories,
proverbs, anecdotes, and poetry, making the text more accessible and enjoyable for readers. Poetry can be considered a form of artistic
creativity that consistently adopts new frameworks across different eras, appeals to a specific audience, and is composed by poets with
their unique readership in mind. Since its inception, poetry has been inherently associated with meter across all cultures and peoples, and
no language has ever accepted unmetered speech as poetry. However, the value attributed to meter has not been universally consistent
among nations. Poetry forms an inseparable part of Parizi's writing and intellectual world. He was both a poet himself and deeply versed
in the literary heritage of both Persian and Arabic. Accordingly, he occasionally employed poetic evidence in his historical works out of
necessity. In other words, Parizi’s historical writing is interwoven with poetic language. Given that poetry and humor were two dominant
and favored literary elements in Parizi’s historiography, he typically included verses from Persian poets aligned with the theme of each
historical topic and viewed humor in historiography as sugar added to bitter coffee. Several significant functions of poetry in Parizi’s
historical analysis can be identified: establishing a link between history and politics, connecting society and social issues, incorporating
satire, and even addressing key aspects of historical events such as place, time, human agency, and notably, women's issues.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The interweaving of poetry within historical
prose, as demonstrated by Bastani Parizi’s
historiographic writings, reveals a compelling
intersection of literary elegance and historical
narrative. Unlike the rigid structure of
traditional historiography, Parizi introduces
poetry as a cultural and rhetorical vehicle that
elevates the textual experience while
embedding nuanced socio-political
commentary. The use of poetry in his work is
not an aesthetic indulgence alone but serves
multiple  pragmatic functions such as
substantiating claims, satirizing political
figures, or emotionally engaging readers.
Historical consciousness in Iranian literature is
deeply embedded in poetic expression—a
phenomenon long acknowledged in Persian
tradition where poems function both as
mnemonic devices and repositories of
collective memory. The formal infusion of
poetry into historical narratives, especially
post-fifth century AH, as indicated by scholars,
was a deliberate literary device that conferred

elegance and gravitas upon prose texts (2, 3).
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Such a hybrid style reflects a longstanding
symbiosis wherein literature and history co-
produce meaning, resisting strict genre
classifications.
Parizi's work exemplifies the intentionality
behind poetic citation. He appropriates poetic
excerpts strategically—not only to embellish
prose but to validate arguments, mirror public
sentiment, or convey complex moral
judgments subtly. Poetry thus becomes a
proxy for political voice and ethical
commentary, particularly effective in restrictive
or dangerous political climates. This rhetorical
strategy recalls early Arabic prose traditions
where citations from Quran and hadiths
bolstered argumentation, a technique later
expanded to include Persian and Arabic poetry
(4)- The critical distinction in Parizi’s use lies in
the motive behind citation: he seeks not only
to persuade but to create dialogic layers
between text, reader, and historical reality.
These poetic allusions often appear at
thematic turning points in his narratives, acting

as intertextual signals that encourage the
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reader to engage in deeper reflection or
critique.

The functions of poetry in Parizi’s texts are
multifold. First, he uses it as a device of
persuasion—embedding lines after major
claims to lend authority and emotional force.
Second, it functions as textual ornamentation,
mitigating the dryness of historical narrative.
Third, it operates as a means of self-
presentation or “mofakhera,” demonstrating
the author's literary sophistication. Fourth,
poetic insertions substantiate historical claims,
especially in instances such as obituaries
where “maddah tarikhi” is necessary. Fifth,
they serve as lexicographic evidence,
elucidating obscure terms or idioms. Sixth,
poetry often illustrates literary figures like
metaphor, irony, and hyperbole. And lastly,
Parizi frequently uses poetry as a medium for
indirect speech—either to veil critique under
the protection of art or to signal admiration
without overt declaration. All these illustrate
that poetic insertions are not mere decorative
intrusions but integral to the compositional and
epistemological framework of his narratives.
In his travelogues and historical chronicles,
Parizi makes deft use of poems by classical
Persian poets such as Saadi, Hafez, and
Ferdowsi, each deployed with deliberate
rhetorical intent. When visiting historic sites
like the Saadi tomb, he does not merely
describe the location; he invokes Saadi’'s own
verse to allow the place to speak for itself. This
performative act reinforces the inseparability

of geography, memory, and literature.

Similarly, in discussing political phenomena,
Parizi often draws upon metaphors involving
snakes and serpents, where classical poets
like Saeb and Farrokhi Razavi metaphorize
deceit, danger, and power. These
metaphorical structures—when integrated into
historical prose—allow Parizi to engage in
cultural commentary without direct censure, a
method particularly valuable during politically
repressive periods. He thereby transforms
poetic citation into a tool of cultural resistance
and historical subversion.

Moreover, Parizi's practice illustrates that
Persian historiography is not a passive
recounting of events but a dialogic form
infused with literary sensibility. Poetry enables
the historian to layer his prose with multiple
interpretive possibilities. For instance, the
invocation of Saadi in describing the humility
required in death and governance acts as both
ethical guidance and political commentary. His
citations often play on dual meanings: the
literal and the symbolic, the historical and the
timeless. This hermeneutic richness invites the
reader to engage with history as an
interpretive act rather than a closed record.
Poetry, in this context, does not interrupt
historical narrative—it animates it. The
historian becomes a poet, and the poet a
historian, in the shared pursuit of truth through
beauty and rhythm.

Ultimately, the effectiveness of poetic citation
in Parizi’'s work lies not only in its stylistic
charm but in its function as a mnemonic and

affective device. The poetic insertions function
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as narrative hinges, transitioning between
personal reflection and public memory,
between factual recounting and imaginative
reconstruction. The historiographer’'s own
poetic instinct allows him to perceive patterns
in historical chaos, and his literary training
enables him to craft those insights into
accessible forms. The selection of specific
verses, the contexts in which they appear, and
the subtle shifts in tone they facilitate all reflect
an underlying literary logic. This approach is
especially potent in moments where Parizi
addresses themes of mortality, justice, and
moral accountability—issues that demand a
voice beyond that of the historian alone. In
these moments, it is the poet who speaks, and
in doing so, transforms the historical into the
eternal.
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