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Representation of the Idea of Freedom in the Discourse of Nationalism: A Study of the Poems of
Two Nationalist Poets, Mehdi Akhavan Sales and Hamid Mosaddegh

Reza Davideh?, Ahmad Ali Hesabi?*, Yousef Amini?, Manoucher kordzangheneh?

1. PhD Student, Department of Political Sociology, Sho.C., Islamic Azad University, Shoushtar, Iran
2. Department of Political Sociology, Sho.C., Islamic Azad University, Shoushtar, Iran
*Corresponding Author’s Email: Ahmadali.hesabi@iau.ac.ir

Abstract

Love for the homeland, patriotism, and nationalism have long served as instruments in the hands of numerous thinkers and intellectuals
to evoke deep emotions and awaken the people’s consciousness in the struggle against despotism, arrogance, and colonialism. Among
such ideologies, nationalist discourse stands out as one of the influential intellectual movements within the political sphere and modern
political history of Iran. This school of thought has offered new interpretations and orientations to the idea of freedom—an aspiration that
Iranians have pursued since the Constitutional Revolution—by associating it with liberation from the yoke of global colonialism and
imperialism, the fight against poverty, and other such ideals. Examining the impact of nationalist discourse on the Iranian conception of
freedom—which itself functioned as an ideology guiding the quest for liberty—is of particular importance. Given the complexity of
examining all aspects of this phenomenon, this article specifically investigates the representation of the idea of freedom in the literary
works of two nationalist poets as a means of discerning the broader effects of nationalist discourse. The influence of nationalism on Iranian
political literature is evident through its impact on both the writer and the reader. This study aims to analyze nationalism in the poetry of
Mehdi Akhavan Sales and Hamid Mosaddegh using the discourse analysis method developed by Laclau and Mouffe (1985). "Homeland"
and "lran" emerge as central signifiers, while "anti-despotism" and "freedom-seeking" function as floating signifiers. Additionally, both
poets' works show a significant engagement with mythological themes. The Iranian individual is portrayed as a political subject.

Keywords: freedom, homeland, despotism, Akhavan Sales, Mosaddegh.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The intellectual tradition of nationalism in Iran
has served as a powerful discourse shaping
both political identity and literary expression,
particularly in the turbulent post-Constitutional
Revolution and pre-1979 era. Within this
discourse, freedom has emerged not merely
as a political aspiration but as an ideological
cornerstone intertwined  with  historical
struggle, myth, and resistance. The current
study focuses on the poetic works of Mehdi
Akhavan Sales and Hamid Mosaddegh, two
seminal figures whose nationalist perspectives
provide a critical window into the interplay of
freedom-seeking ideology and literary
representation. Utilizing the discourse analysis
method of Laclau and Mouffe, the study
explores how key signifiers—particularly
"homeland" and "freedom"—serve as central
nodes around which other meanings are
articulated. These poets, writing in the shadow
of political suppression and the 1953 coup,
engage in a symbolic reconstruction of Iranian
identity that is both nostalgic and resistant,
invoking

mythological archetypes and

collective memory to contest foreign
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domination and internal tyranny. Their
literature is not merely artistic but deeply
social, representing a confluence of poetic
imagination and ideological contestation. As
poetry in Iran often functions as a medium for
national sentiment, the nationalist discourse of
Akhavan Sales and Mosaddegh reveals a
shared poetic ethos grounded in political
consciousness and cultural revivalism (1-3).

Nationalism, as both a historical movement
and ideological framework, has undergone
significant transformation in modern Iran.
Rooted in the ideal of cultural and territorial
solidarity, Iranian nationalism evolved through
interactions with Western liberalism, ancient
Persian identity, and Islamic reformist
currents. Intellectuals like Mirza Fath-Ali
Akhundzadeh and Malcolm Khan helped
propagate ideas of liberty and national
consciousness, and subsequent poets,
including Akhavan and Mosaddegh, absorbed
these ideals into their literary frameworks. For
Akhavan, national identity was encoded in
mythic and historical symbols, often evoking
ancient Persia, while resisting both foreign

cultural imposition and domestic despotism.
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His works construct an "Iranian self" grounded
in dignity, memory, and sacrifice, yet
constantly threatened by external invasion and
internal betrayal. Conversely, Mosaddegh's
nationalism was forged in the crucible of legal
rationality = and  sociopolitical  critique,
combining romantic resistance with a legalist’s
precision in identifying systemic injustices.
Both poets utilized nationalist discourse to
articulate a vision of freedom that was both
collective and deeply personal. Their poems
serve as historical documents that express the
frustrations of a generation and the aspirations
of a people burdened by authoritarianism and
colonial interference (10, 11, 16).

The poetic deployment of myth and allegory in
the works of Akhavan and Mosaddegh further
underscores their political function as
"symbolic warriors" of freedom. Akhavan, for
instance, reclaims mythical figures such as
Rustom and Arash as embodiments of
national resistance and moral steadfastness,
transforming them into metaphors for
contemporary struggles against oppression.
His allusions to ancient Iranian texts and
historical episodes reinforce a continuity
between the heroic past and the politically
disillusioned present, using nostalgia as a form
of resistance. Similarly, Mosaddegh channels
the symbolic weight of figures like Zahhak and
Kaveh to dramatize the clash between tyranny
and collective will. His poetry is rich with
metaphors of legal systems, trials, and
institutional critique, reflecting his training in

law and his discontent with authoritarian

legalism. Both poets transform national myths
into vehicles for voicing dissent, urging
collective memory as a site of ideological
resistance. The recurrence of symbols such as
the prison, the fire, the mountain, and the soil
in their poetry is not mere decoration; it is the
means by which personal grief and collective
trauma are sublimated into a higher aesthetic
and political order (5, 7, 9).

What sets the discourse of Akhavan and
Mosaddegh apart is their nuanced invocation
of "freedom" not merely as emancipation from
foreign domination but as liberation from all
forms of structural bondage, including mental,
spiritual, and linguistic constraints. This
broader conceptualization reflects the layered
nature of freedom in Iranian socio-political
thought, where Western liberal ideals intersect
with indigenous cultural sensibilities. The
duality of positive and negative liberty, as
theorized by Isaiah Berlin, is mirrored in their
poetic dualism: freedom from tyranny and
freedom to realize a national essence.
Akhavan, particularly in poems like Zemestan
(Winter), mourns the paralysis of a nation
suffocated by internal fear and external
betrayal, using seasonal metaphors to depict
ideological stagnation and national decay.
Meanwhile, Mosaddegh’s poetic appeals to
unity and resistance explicitly frame freedom
as a collective project, bound to the people's
capacity to act in unison against injustice. His
invocation of the law, the courtroom, and
societal judgment reflects a vision of political

freedom grounded in accountability and
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institutional justice. In both poets, freedom
becomes a dynamic and contested signifier,
situated at the intersection of historical trauma
and visionary hope (14, 15).

The use of Laclau and Mouffe's discourse
theory further allows for a critical unpacking of
how signifiers like "homeland" and "freedom"
function as nodal points around which other
ideological elements cohere. In Akhavan’s
poetry, "lran" serves as a central signifier,
organizing meanings such as cultural pride,
resistance, betrayal, and existential grief. It is
within  this symbolic structure that his
nationalism acquires coherence, as mythic
and historical references articulate a temporal
and spatial identity deeply rooted in pre-
Islamic grandeur and post-coup despair. For
Mosaddegh, however, the discursive chain of
signifiers includes terms like "justice," "trial,"
and "people,” underscoring a vision of
nationalism that privileges procedural fairness
and human dignity. Their respective poetic
vocabularies reveal the multivalent nature of
Iranian nationalism, capable of
accommodating both romanticism and rational
critique. Through the notion of “articulation,”
Laclau and Mouffe’'s framework elucidates
how seemingly disparate themes—nostalgia,
martyrdom, myth, and legality—are woven into
a cohesive nationalist narrative. By mapping
these elements in the poets’ texts, one
observes the emergence of a counter-
hegemonic discourse that challenges both

imperialist narratives and internal autocracy,

making their poetry an essential archive of
Iran's political unconscious (13, 17, 18).

In conclusion, the study of Mehdi Akhavan
Sales and Hamid Mosaddegh reveals how
literature can become a potent medium for
negotiating political identity and articulating
ideological resistance. Their engagement with
the discourse of nationalism is not monolithic
but deeply contextual, marked by personal
experience, historical rupture, and symbolic
transformation. By analyzing their poetry
through the lens of discourse theory, this study
illustrates how the central ideas of freedom,
homeland, and resistance are discursively
constructed and contested within the
framework of nationalist ideology. Their poems
not only bear witness to the sociopolitical
realities of their time but also perform the labor
of cultural memory and ideological critique. In
transforming national pain into poetic
language, Akhavan and Mosaddegh offer not
only artistic beauty but also a roadmap for
understanding the complexities of Iranian
political thought in the 20th century. Their
legacies endure, not just in literary history, but
in the hearts of those who continue to seek

freedom in the name of Iran.
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