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Investigating the Manifestations of the Science of Semantics in the Poetry Collection of
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Abstract

The science of Ma ‘ani (semantics) examines the appropriateness of speech in accordance with the context and circumstances of the
speaker, the audience, the setting, the subject matter, and the literary genre. The focus of this discipline lies in the analysis of sentence
types from the perspective of their secondary meanings. The present study, conducted using a descriptive-analytical method, aims to
explore the manifestations of the science of semantics in the poetry collection (Divan) of Shaukat Bukhari. The findings of this research
indicate that Shaukat Bukhari, in his efforts to enrich his speech and engage the mental faculties of his audience, skillfully and
astonishingly employs various fundamental concepts of semantics such as assertive attribution (isnad-i khabari), restriction and exclusivity
(gasr wa hasr), performative utterances (insha’), principles of separation (fas/) and connection (wasl), brevity (jjaz), elaboration (itnab),
among others. These rhetorical techniques are utilized in such a masterful way that readers not only derive immense aesthetic pleasure
from reading this monumental work, but also gain profound insights through its layered secondary meanings.

Keywords: rhetoric, science of semantics, secondary meanings of speech, Divan of Shaukat Bukhari, Indian style.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The science of Ma‘ani, or semantics, occupies
a pivotal role within the broader framework of
Arabic and Persian rhetorical studies, serving
as an intricate system that governs the
relationship between linguistic structures and
their contextual appropriateness. Stemming
originally from efforts to unveil the miraculous
nature of Quranic language, Ma‘anr,
alongside Bayan and Badrt’, constitutes one of
the three core disciplines of classical rhetoric
(1). As defined, Ma‘anit investigates how
speech should be crafted relative to the
speaker’s purpose, the audience’s disposition,
the situational context, and the intended
emotional resonance (2). Unlike Bayan, which
deals primarily with figurative language, and
Badi, which
embellishments, Ma‘ani serves as the

enhances speech with

foundational blueprint, ensuring that every
rhetorical choice adheres to the
communicative situation at hand (9). This
theoretical understanding frames the present
study’s objective, which is to explore how the

intricate principles of Ma‘ani manifest within
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the Divan of Shaukat Bukhari, a Persian poet
of the late Safavid period whose stylistic
ingenuity, despite historical neglect, renders
his work an exemplary case study for
assessing the applied dimensions of classical
semantic theories.

Shaukat Bukhari, born in 1053 and deceased
in 1111 according to textual evidence, stands
as an enigmatic figure whose literary fame
flourished more prominently in Ottoman and
Indian territories than within Persia itself (3).
His poetry is richly imbued with hallmarks of
the so-called Indian style: intricate imagery,
fresh metaphors, and subtle intellectual wit (4).
Despite this, comprehensive stylistic and
rhetorical analyses of his corpus remain
scarce. The semantic elements in Bukhari’s
poetry, as evidenced by this research, show
deliberate and artistic deployment of core
topics such as assertive attribution (isnad-i
khabari),

performative speech acts (insha’), the

restriction (gasr wa hasr),

techniques of separation (fasl) and connection
(wasl), and strategic use of brevity (ljaz) and
elaboration (itnab) (5-7). His profound grasp of

~q.~
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these devices and his creative manipulations
of rhetorical norms serve not only to enhance
the aesthetic qualities of his work but also to
deepen the cognitive engagement of his
readers, aligning with the fundamental
objectives of Ma‘anr.

Among the most prominent applications of
Ma‘ant principles in Shaukat’s Divan is the use
of assertive attribution, specifically through the
strategic preposing of subjects (musnad ilayh)
for emphatic purposes. In several instances,
Shaukat advances the grammatical subject to
the beginning of the line to instill a particular
concept firmly in the reader’s mind, a classical
technique prescribed for cases demanding
assertiveness or emphasis (8). Moreover, the
phenomena of separation and connection—
critical to the rhythmic and logical coherence
of text—are also omnipresent in his poetry.
Where semantic continuity between clauses is
strong, conjunctions are omitted (fasl),
whereas in instances necessitating contrast or
temporal urgency, conjunctions such as "wa"
are employed (wasl) (4, 13). Shaukat’s
nuanced handling of these techniques
underscores his intuitive understanding of how
syntactic variation can modulate the dynamics
of audience engagement, thereby illustrating
his mastery over the subtle mechanisms of
rhetorical efficacy.

Further dimensions of Ma‘ant's influence can
be discerned in Shaukat’s extensive use of
elaborative techniques, particularly itnab,
where ideas are expressed with luxuriant

detail either through stylistic additions such as

appositional phrases (i‘tirad) or by thematic
expansions via tadhil and idaha (3, 11, 18).
These methods serve to clarify, emphasize, or
ornament the principal propositions without
compromising the speech's efficiency or vigor.
Furthermore, his skillful use of techniques
such as egala (reinforcing meaning at the end
of a line) and takmil (removing potential
ambiguities) demonstrates an acute sensitivity
to the communicative demands of poetry (9,
21). Notably, repetition is another important
strategy employed by Shaukat not merely for
its sonic effects but also for its emphatic and
didactic functions, aligning with classical
doctrines that associate reiteration with
heightened rhetorical impact (20). Each
instance of these devices testifies to the poet’s
meticulous craftsmanship and his profound
internalization of Ma‘ant’s principles.

The research also highlights Shaukat's
employment of hyperbole (ighraq), a figure of
speech that amplifies reality beyond its normal
limits to create heightened emotional effects
(11). In several ghazals, Shaukat constructs
surreal images—such as blood-stained
hennas and tear-soaked mirrors—that, while
impossible, evoke intense  emotional
resonance through their imaginative boldness.
Furthermore, cohesion emerges as another
critical marker of his stylistic signature;
Shaukat achieves cohesion not only through
semantic proximity but also through recurrent
lexical fields, particularly those associated with
elements of nature (earth, water, fire, and air),

thereby weaving a thematic and linguistic web



168 Jbo (ol oslod (Pauw 0398 ( ow sl Oldl 9 Ol A 4y 4l

that binds discrete verses into a larger
symbolic tapestry (22). In addition, despite the
relative paucity of dialogue structures within
his Divan, the limited instances where
dialogue appears are imbued with narrative
depth and contribute significantly to the
construction of dramatic tension. This
selective but impactful use of dialogue reveals
the poet’s discerning application of yet another
subtle aspect of Ma‘ani.

Finally, the study draws attention to Shaukat’s
manipulation of tone (lahn) across different
thematic and emotional registers, an often
underappreciated dimension of rhetorical
studies (5). Through his skillful modulation of
tonalities—ranging from sardonic humor to
melancholic introspection—Shaukat
dynamically adjusts the rhetorical force of his
verses, ensuring that each poem resonates
with its intended audience on both intellectual
and emotional levels (4). Such tonal variations
are not merely decorative; they serve as
strategic tools for achieving alignment
between speech and situation, the
cornerstone of effective semantic practice.
Taken together, the findings of this research
not only reaffirm Shaukat Bukhari’'s place
within the pantheon of sophisticated Persian
poets but also offer compelling evidence of the
enduring vitality and adaptability of classical
semantic theories in shaping literary creativity.
By meticulously applying Ma‘ani principles,
Shaukat succeeds in elevating the semantic
and emotional impact of his poetry, thus

offering an invaluable resource for scholars

interested in the practical intersections of
classical rhetoric and poetic innovation.

In conclusion, the examination of Ma‘ant
principles within the Divan of Shaukat Bukhari
illustrates a profound intertwining of theoretical
sophistication and artistic creativity. Shaukat’s
poetry exemplifies how traditional rhetorical
sciences can serve not merely as prescriptive
norms but as dynamic catalysts for literary
excellence. His strategic employment of
syntactic  structures, rhetorical figures,
cohesive devices, and tonal modulation not
only amplifies the aesthetic appeal of his work
but also deepens its interpretative richness.
These findings underscore the enduring
relevance of  classical rhetoric in
understanding and appreciating Persian
literary achievements. Future research might
profitably extend these insights by undertaking
comparative analyses between Shaukat’s
work and those of his contemporaries to better
delineate the distinctive contours of his stylistic

contributions.
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