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Narratological Analysis of the Novel Bioton by Reza Amir-Khani Based on
Gérard Genette’s Theory
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Abstract

Narratology examines the structure and function of narrative. Several decades have passed since the emergence of narratology, and
narratologists regard the transmission of narrative as a source of knowledge and insight, offering broad definitions of it. Narrative appears
in numerous and diverse forms across all ages, locations, and societies, and is connected to all aspects of human life. Gérard Genette, a
prominent French narratologist, developed his structuralist theory under the influence of structuralist schools of thought and their theorists
in the twentieth century. The present article adopts an analytical-descriptive approach to explore the narratology of the novel Bioton based
on Genette’s theory, with particular attention to the dimensions of time, mood, and voice. Analepsis and prolepsis are among the primary
mechanisms that disrupt the chronological order and sequence in narrative. Repetition occurs in various forms—repetition of sentences,
personal memories, or differences in mental, intellectual, cultural, social, and political perspectives. The narrative mood in Bioton is
characterized by internal focalization.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Narratology, as a scholarly endeavor, focuses
on examining the structural and functional
dimensions of narrative discourse. Drawing
from the foundational principles of structuralist
thought, the

proposed by Gérard Genette presents a

narratological  framework
compelling tripartite model consisting of time,
mood, and voice, which offers a robust lens
through which to interpret literary texts. The
novel Bioton by Reza Amir-Khani, a prominent
work within the domain of resistance literature,
serves as an exemplary case for applying
Genette’s narratological schema. Bioton is a
complex narrative that revolves around
Eremia, a war survivor, whose journey spans
Iran and the United States, exploring internal
conflicts between tradition and modernity,
memory and loss, identity and transformation.
The analytical-descriptive approach adopted
in this study enabled a systematic dissection
of the temporal structure of the novel,
highlighting the presence of analepsis and
prolepsis as tools that disturb chronological
order. For instance, Eremia’s recollections of
Sohrab’s martyrdom and his yearning for
spiritual detachment from worldly attachments
illustrate Genette’s category of temporal
disorder, specifically retrospective intrusions
(2). Similarly, proleptic instances emerge in
scenes where Eremia anticipates his future

with Armita or envisions broader metaphysical

O s § oS L
R PH I WS g | L T X L P R L
reckonings, signifying the predictive quality of
narrative time that Genette theorizes (1). The
disruption of linear sequencing in Bioton not
only adds depth to the protagonist’s
psychological evolution but also embodies the
fragmented experience of post-war identity
reconstruction.
Genette’s concept of duration, which
measures the relationship between narrative
time and story time, is vividly manifested in
Bioton through varied pacing techniques such
as ellipsis, pause, scene, and summary.
Elliptical gaps—moments where crucial
narrative information is withheld—intensify the
suspense and encourage interpretive
engagement, as seen in the sudden
disappearance of Sohrab in a dazzling flash of
light, symbolizing metaphysical erasure (2).
Contrastingly, descriptive pauses allow the
narrative to dwell on details of emotional or
symbolic significance, such as Eremia’s
meditative reflections before a significant life
decision. These pauses stretch the narrative
present and foreground subjective temporality
(4). The novel also deploys acceleration
through summaries, compressing extended
periods of action, especially during Eremia’s
transit between geographies and
psychological states. Deceleration or scene
mode appears when Eremia engages in
dialogues or internal monologues, enabling

readers to experience events in “real time.”
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This manipulation of narrative duration,
particularly the oscillation between fast-paced
summarization and slow-motion introspection,
mirrors the protagonist’s vacillating
consciousness and amplifies the thematic
interplay between spiritual crisis and cultural
dislocation.

The third axis of Genette’'s theory—
frequency—addresses how often events are
narrated. In Bioton, this takes the form of
singulative narration (once-told events),
iterative narration (habitual or repeated events
described once), and repetitive narration
(single events retold multiple times). Singular
moments, such as Eremia’s first encounter
with Armita or his spiritual epiphanies, are
described in singular form to maintain their
uniqueness and narrative gravity (2). Iterative
structures emerge when Eremia’s recurring
visits to Sohrab’s grave or his ritualistic
religious practices are narrated with a tone of
routine and memory-laden inevitability.
Repetitive narration is used more symbolically
to convey trauma, such as the continual
evocation of war memories and religious
motifs, particularly Sohrab’s philosophical
musings and the anthropomorphization of
weapon sounds as invocations of divine
names (1). This narrative repetition enacts a
psychological realism that aligns with post-
traumatic discourse, underlining how memory
is not linear but recursive. It also serves a
structural function, linking various narrative
strands and deepening the interpretive

resonance of key symbols across the novel.

Genette’s dimension of mood, particularly
focalization, is another crucial interpretive
avenue explored in the novel. Bioton utilizes
internal focalization predominantly through
Eremia, with alternating access to his interior
monologues and perceptions. This inward
perspective enhances the intimacy of the
narrative and fosters a deeper identification
between reader and protagonist (5). However,
Genette’s nuanced model distinguishes
between narrative voice and focalization, and
Bioton navigates these levels by alternating
between first-person limited narration and
third-person omniscient perspectives. At
times, the narrator adopts an external position,
delivering  sociopolitical commentary or
philosophical reflections, thereby
incorporating Genette’s “zero focalization” (6).
These shifts in focalization reveal the
multiplicity of narrative consciousness within
the text and reflect the instability of Eremia’s
identity as he oscillates between cultural
worlds. Furthermore, the novel’s use of scenic
mode—unmediated, dialogue-rich sections—
allows for focalization through direct character
perspective, contributing to a layered narrative
voice that blends experiential immediacy with
authorial distance.

The narrative voice in Bioton is also
characterized by its stylistic modulation, which
encompasses a wide range of tonal registers.
The dominant voice often adopts an ironic,
satirical, or emotionally charged tone that
reflects the cultural dissonance and

psychological fragmentation experienced by
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the protagonist. The linguistic shifts between
colloquial and formal Persian, religious
invocations, and even English phrases create
a polyphonic narrative texture that mirrors the
hybridity of Eremia’s environment (2). The use
of direct discourse, indirect discourse, and free
indirect discourse enriches the stylistic
complexity of the novel and demonstrates
Genette’s distinctions in speech
representation. The incorporation of Quranic
verses, philosophical musings, and colloquial
banter not only foregrounds the ideological
tensions within the narrative but also signals
the varying degrees of authorial control over
the narrative voice (8). The narratorial style is
further complemented by the novel’s temporal-
spatial anchoring. Scenes set in American
urban landscapes are infused with cultural
alienation and spiritual introspection, while
those in Iran carry the weight of memory and
martyrdom. These temporal-spatial settings
contribute to the overall affective tone of the
narrative and serve as a backdrop for its
existential inquiries.

Through the lens of Genette’s narratological
theory, it becomes evident that Bioton
embodies a sophisticated interplay of narrative
structures that serve both aesthetic and
ideological functions. The temporal
complexity, dynamic focalization, and layered
voice coalesce to produce a narrative that is
both emotionally resonant and structurally
intricate. The novel’'s engagement with post-
war identity, diaspora, faith, and memory is

deeply embedded in its narrative architecture.

The internal focalization allows readers access
to the protagonist’'s spiritual doubts and
revelations, while the shifts in time and mood
reflect the non-linearity of trauma and the
fluidity of cultural belonging. Eremia’s
psychological transformation from a war
survivor to a spiritually conflicted migrant is
rendered not merely through plot but through
the narrative mechanisms themselves. The
novel resists a singular interpretation of
heroism or martyrdom, instead offering a
textured portrayal of human vulnerability and
ideological contradiction. By employing
Genette’s categories with creative flexibility,
Amir-Khani crafts a narrative that transcends
the conventional boundaries of resistance
literature and enters the realm of existential
reflection.

Ultimately, Bioton illustrates how
narratological analysis, particularly through
Genette’'s framework, can unveil the deep
structure of literary meaning and the affective
power of storytelling. The novel's intricate
temporal sequencing, use of focalization, and
stylistic  heteroglossia contribute to a
multilayered narrative  experience that
engages readers on both cognitive and
emotional levels. While rooted in the socio-
historical context of post-revolutionary Iran
and the lIranian diaspora, the narrative’s
thematic concerns—identity, loss, faith,
transformation—are universally resonant. The
emotional tonality of the novel, shifting from
irony to tragedy, satire to solemnity, is

mediated through its carefully orchestrated
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narrative form. This narratological
sophistication enables Bioton to operate
simultaneously as a political commentary, a
spiritual exploration, and a psychological
journey. By adopting a non-linear, polyphonic,
and reflexive narrative style, the novel
exemplifies the potency of literary form as a
vehicle for complex human truths, offering
readers a profound meditation on belonging,
sacrifice, and the fractured self in a

transnational world.
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