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Abstract

Romanticism is a literary school that emerged in Europe after Classicism. This style arose from a shift among writers toward the lower
social classes, diverging from the aristocratic orientation characteristic of Classical literature, and it introduced a heightened focus on
emotion into the literary world. Although Romanticism was primarily applied in novel writing, it is also analyzable in poetry,
encompassing elements related to lyricism, individual and collective sentiment, love for both the individual and society, nostalgia, and
compassion—elements that had already existed in the classical Persian poetic tradition. This study investigates and compares the
components of Romanticism in the poetry of Hamidi Shirazi and Mehrdad Avesta. The findings indicate that Hamidi Shirazi employs
more romantic themes in his poetry, showing a stronger inclination toward nostalgic reflections and imaginary beloveds in the Iraqi style,
with limited engagement in social issues. In contrast, Mehrdad Avesta demonstrates a greater collective orientation. In his early works,
Avesta employed elements of individual Romanticism, including depictions of nature, descriptions of the beloved, and expressions of
sorrow and grief. However, in his later poems—especially those written after the Revolution—romantic elements become less prominent,
giving way to revolutionary themes and spiritual love, thereby reinforcing his social Romanticism. Both poets’ works explore themes such
as love, sorrow and grief, nostalgia, despair, and material and cultural poverty.

Keywords: Hamidi Shirazi, Mehrdad Avesta, individual Romanticism, social Romanticism.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Romanticism, a sweeping literary and artistic
movement that emerged as a reaction to
Classicism and rationalism in 18th-century
Europe, emphasized individual emotion,
imagination, and a deep connection with
nature. Rooted in the OId French word
"Romanz" and originally referring to vernacular
narratives distinct from classical Latin forms,
Romanticism evolved into a philosophical and
aesthetic movement that celebrated freedom
of expression and defied the rigid constraints
of Classical literary norms. Its trajectory
through European thought—shaped by
thinkers such as Schlegel and Isaiah Berlin—
rendered it an intricate and paradoxical school:
simultaneously revolutionary and
conservative, individualistic and communal,
realistic and fantastical. This nuanced
complexity became fertile ground for Persian
literary innovation, particularly in modern
poetry. In this comparative analysis of Hamidi
Shirazi and Mehrdad Avesta, the study
foregrounds their respective embodiments of
Romanticism, examining both individual and

social dimensions. While both poets reflect

Gl S5 3 s sda= aS ol ol 53 els g3 ol 3D
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shared motifs—such as nostalgia, sorrow, and
love—their ideological and temporal contexts
significantly influence the degree and form of
Romantic  expression. The  emotional
internalism of Hamidi Shirazi contrasts sharply
with the evolving sociopolitical commitment in
Mehrdad Avesta's oeuvre, particularly in the
post-revolutionary period, demonstrating how
Romantic sensibilities in Persian poetry are
molded by personal experience and historical
exigencies alike (3).

The study’s methodological framework adopts
a descriptive-analytical approach, identifying
elements of Romanticism within selected
poems of Hamidi Shirazi and Mehrdad Avesta.
Romantic imagery—central to the poetic
language of both—manifests through
metaphors, similes, personification, and novel
imagery, which transform mundane settings
into emotionally charged landscapes. Hamidi’s
poetic realm is marked by a lyrical and
affective language that elevates his themes of
love and longing into metaphysical spheres.
The frequent use of metaphorical constructs
like “night weeps on the cheek of the rose” or

‘the moon is a lost girl in the mountains”
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enables him to merge emotional interiority with
aesthetic externality. These sensibilities
situate him squarely within the domain of
individual Romanticism, emphasizing affective
experience, unfulfilled love, and existential
solitude. Conversely, Avesta integrates vivid
images within more complex rhetorical and
ideological structures. His nature
descriptions—though aesthetically pleasing—
are often preludes to deeper philosophical
reflections or patriotic fervor. As such, Avesta
straddles the line between traditional
Khorasani-style imagery and a more
ideologically infused Romanticism, particularly
in his post-revolutionary works, where spiritual
and revolutionary love replace the corporeal
beloved of his earlier poetry (5).

The poetic language of both poets serves as a
vehicle for emotional expression, yet it
diverges in orientation and purpose. Hamidi's
language is unequivocally lyrical, designed to
evoke intimacy and personal resonance. He
employs soft, musical diction and a limited
vocabulary rooted in lyrical traditions. Even his
socially charged verses bear a romanticized
air that distances them from overt political
commentary. His expressions of grief and
despair are not primarily protests against
societal injustice but meditations on lost love
and faded dreams. This aligns with the
broader Romantic motif of nostalgia—a
longing for a lost, often idealized, past. In
contrast, Mehrdad Avesta’s linguistic style
evolves from classical elegance into

revolutionary urgency. While early works echo

traditional Romantic  despair—lamenting
personal failure or existential disillusionment—
his later verses are laden with sociopolitical
symbolism. In these, the beloved transforms
into a metaphor for the nation, and romantic
suffering becomes emblematic of collective
struggle. Thus, Avesta's diction not only
conveys emotion but functions as a rhetorical
tool for mobilization, aligning with the tenets of
social Romanticism (4).

Thematically, the poets’ treatment of love
reveals their divergent Romantic orientations.
Hamidi Shirazi’'s concept of love is deeply
internal, autobiographical, and metaphysical.
His beloved is tangible yet elusive, a symbol of
unattainable beauty and lost innocence. His
love poetry is steeped in personal mythologies
and emotionally rich motifs of yearning,
betrayal, and the bittersweet pleasures of
remembrance. These poems, particularly
those in "Ashk-e-Ma'shougq," function as lyrical
laments, emblematic of a Romanticism that
prizes individual emotion over collective
experience. Mehrdad Avesta, in his early
works, echoes this individualized treatment of
love, but with less affective depth. However, as
his ideological commitments sharpen post-
Revolution, the romantic beloved gives way to
allegorical figures—leaders, martyrs, and
ideals. Love becomes spiritual, nationalistic,
and revolutionary. Thus, whereas Hamidi
remains rooted in individual affect and
aesthetic exploration, Avesta transitions into a

poet of social engagement, embodying a
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Romanticism that sacrifices personal despair
for collective hope and action (2).

Nature, a cornerstone of Romanticism,
features prominently in both poets’ work, but
its symbolic valence differs. For Hamidi, nature
is an emotional mirror—a projection of his
internal states. The moon weeps, rivers sigh,
and flowers blush in response to his joys and
sorrows. Nature becomes personified, its
elements co-conspirators in the poet’s love
affair with memory and melancholia. This
treatment is consistent with the Romantic
belief that nature reflects the human soul. In
contrast, Avesta’s depiction of nature evolves
from scenic backdrop to ideological signifier.
Early verses portray nature with sensory
delight and poetic finesse, celebrating spring,
stars, and wind in ways reminiscent of
classical Persian verse. However, later poems
repurpose these elements to symbolize the
nation’s spiritual awakening or revolutionary
struggle. The storm becomes a metaphor for
upheaval; the sun, for enlightenment; and the
soil, for martyrdom. Here, Romantic nature is
not merely aesthetic—it is political, employed
to serve a higher national or spiritual vision.
This transition marks a shift from introspective
lyricism to committed expression, illustrating
how Romanticism can be adapted to new
ideological climates (1).

In conclusion, while both Hamidi Shirazi and
Mehrdad Avesta are products of Romantic
sensibility, their poetic trajectories diverge
significantly. Hamidi remains a steadfast

practitioner of individual Romanticism, with a

corpus rich in emotional introspection,
aesthetic imagery, and personal grief. His
work represents a nostalgia-laden retreat into
emotion and imagination, detached from the
political or social imperatives of his time. In
contrast, Avesta’s poetry undergoes a marked
evolution—from lyrical reflections on love and
loss to ideologically driven odes to revolution,
martyrdom, and divine justice. His
Romanticism becomes a vehicle for social
engagement and cultural renewal. Ultimately,
the contrast between these two poets
underscores the multifaceted nature of
Romanticism in Persian literature: a versatile
aesthetic that can articulate both the whisper
of a wounded heart and the roar of a

revolutionary movement.
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