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Abstract

This article examines the structural and content analysis of Houshang Moradi Kermani's novels and explores the role of these works in
conveying indigenous and cultural values to new generations. Kermani's stories are characterized by a cohesive structure, well-crafted
characters, linear narrative, and simple, local language that resonates strongly with young readers. Through the analysis of characters,
narratives, and language in Kermani's works, this study highlights how he successfully embeds themes such as social cohesion, respect
for family, responsibility, and cultural values subtly within his stories. The findings indicate that Kermani's works, by focusing on everyday
realities and rural settings, significantly contribute to strengthening the cultural and social identity of Iranian children and adolescents.
These stories provide young readers with an opportunity to engage deeply with the values and beliefs of their culture through relatable
experiences. The article underscores the importance of indigenization in children’s literature and offers suggestions for future research. It
is recommended that future studies conduct comparative analyses of indigenous children's literature across various countries and examine
the long-term effects of this literature on the cultural identity of new generations.

Keywords: Children's literature, Houshang Moradi Kermani, cultural values, indigenization, cultural identity, character development,
local narrative
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

This study provides a comprehensive
structural and content analysis of Houshang
Moradi Kermani's novels, focusing on how
these works contribute to the transmission of
indigenous and cultural values to children and
adolescents. Known as one of Iran’s most
celebrated writers of children’s literature,
Kermani masterfully weaves themes of cultural
and social identity within accessible narratives,
allowing young readers to connect deeply with
the local environment and societal values
depicted in his stories. Kermani’s works draw
from the cultural and social realities of rural
Iranian life, creating a narrative environment
that resonates with readers by emphasizing
fundamental cultural values such as family
bonds, community solidarity, and respect for
tradition. Through analysis, this study
underscores the importance of children’s
literature as a means of cultural preservation,
focusing on Kermani’s distinctive use of local
language, relatable character dynamics, and
straightforward narratives as tools for

embedding and reinforcing these values (1).
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Kermani’s storytelling approach is rooted in
simplicity and authenticity, using local
language and a narrative style that mirrors oral
storytelling traditions, making his works
particularly accessible to children and
adolescents (2, 3). His focus on depicting rural
environments, with relatable characters who
face everyday challenges, provides readers
with a mirror reflecting their cultural identity
and social values. In The Stories of Majid, for
instance, Kermani’'s use of rural dialect and
familiar cultural elements effectively brings
Iranian village life to life, giving readers a
sense of pride in their cultural roots. Research
has shown that when children engage with
literature that mirrors their own cultural
experiences, they are more likely to internalize
the values and social norms presented within
these narratives (12). By situating his
characters within recognizable cultural and
social settings, Kermani encourages readers
to appreciate the complexities of rural life and
the community bonds that characterize
traditional Iranian society.

Characterization is central to Kermani’s

approach, as he often selects protagonists
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from rural or working-class backgrounds,
reflecting a demographic with which many
young readers are familiar. These characters,
often children themselves, experience life
through interactions that reinforce social
norms, ethical principles, and family values.
Kermani’s protagonists are not simply passive
figures but are active participants in their
cultural environment, navigating personal
growth within a framework of cultural values
(9). This use of relatable characters allows
children to see themselves within the stories,
promoting identification with the cultural values
and social norms exhibited by the characters.
Kermani’'s use of simple and straightforward
narrative structures ensures that his themes
remain accessible to young readers. His
preference for linear storylines without
complex subplots mirrors the oral storytelling
traditions of rural Iran, allowing children to
engage easily with the narrative while
absorbing its underlying values (9). This
narrative simplicity serves as an effective
conduit for cultural transmission, as it
emphasizes clarity and relatability over
structural intricacies, ensuring that young
readers grasp the key cultural messages
embedded within the text. Research has
shown that when narratives are presented in a
clear and direct manner, children are more
likely to engage with the story’s content and
internalize its messages (5). By adopting a
narrative style that prioritizes accessibility,
Kermani’s works achieve a balance between

entertainment and education, making them

highly effective tools for cultural preservation
and value transmission.

Language plays a crucial role in the cultural
impact of Kermani’'s novels. By utilizing local
dialects and expressions specific to Iranian
villages, Kermani provides a linguistic
experience that deepens readers' connection
to their cultural heritage (10). This focus on
indigenous language strengthens cultural
authenticity and enhances the immersive
experience of the stories. Scholars have noted
that the use of familiar language and
expressions helps readers, particularly young
ones, connect more strongly to the story’s
cultural context, as it reinforces the idea that
their language and way of speaking are
valuable and meaningful within the literary
domain (2, 3). In Kermani’s novels, language
not only serves as a medium for
communication but also as a bridge linking
young readers to their cultural roots,
encouraging them to appreciate and take pride
in their heritage. By incorporating local
language, Kermani allows young readers to
experience a sense of belonging and
continuity with their cultural past, which is
crucial for the development of a stable cultural
identity.

The cultural significance of Kermani’s novels
lies in their ability to instill a sense of pride and
respect for traditional Iranian values within
young readers. In today’s globalized world,
where children are increasingly exposed to
diverse cultural influences, literature that

emphasizes indigenous values plays an
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essential role in preserving cultural heritage
and fostering a strong sense of cultural identity
(10, 13). Through relatable stories and
characters, Kermani provides children with a
narrative foundation that celebrates local
traditions and values, helping them develop a
balanced and culturally grounded perspective.
The findings of this study underscore the
importance of indigenous themes and cultural
representation in children’s literature, as such
narratives contribute significantly to cultural
preservation, social cohesion, and the
transmission of moral values. By embedding
these values within accessible stories,
Kermani’'s works serve as a cultural
touchstone for young readers, encouraging
them to embrace their cultural heritage with
pride and understanding.

In conclusion, this study demonstrates that
Kermani’s novels are an effective medium for
cultural transmission and identity
reinforcement in lIranian children’s literature.
Through his simple yet impactful storytelling,
authentic character portrayals, and use of local
language, Kermani’s works provide young
readers with a meaningful cultural experience
that deepens their understanding of traditional
Iranian values. By prioritizing accessibility and
cultural relevance, his novels serve as
educational tools that promote social
responsibility, respect for tradition, and
community solidarity among young readers.
Future research could benefit from exploring
comparative analyses of indigenous children’s

literature across different cultures, examining

how these narratives contribute to identity
formation and cultural continuity in diverse
settings. Additionally, longitudinal studies on
the impact of culturally enriched literature on
children’s identity development would provide
valuable insights into the long-term effects of
such works on cultural identity and social

cohesion within contemporary societies.
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